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MILLIONS FACE EVICTION 
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The people can stop it! 


By Stephen Millies 

A wave of evictions and foreclosures is com¬ 
ing that can throw millions of people into the 
street. The federal han on kicking people out of 
their apartments and houses — which only ap¬ 
plied to properties with U.S. government-hacked 
mortgages — has already expired. 

So have many of the state and local morato¬ 
riums on evictions and foreclosures, although 
some have been extended into August. As many 
as 24 million people are at risk of being homeless 
by the end of September. Part of the Columbus, 
Ohio, convention center is being turned into an 
evictions court. 

Most of those endangered are Black or Latinx. 
Asian, Indigenous and poor white families also 
face disaster. 

Figures from the U.S. Census Bureau reveal 
the size of the looming catastrophe. Close to 24 
million families have little or no confidence that 
they’ll be able to pay their August rent. 

Almost 15 million homeowners doubt they can 
make their August mortgage payment. 

Thirty-two percent of families were not able to 
pay their July rent or mortgage payment on time. 

A housing crisis was raging before the corona- 
virus pandemic erupted. The hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of homeless people living on the street or 
in shelters are just the tip of the iceberg. In 2019, 
there were 114,000 homeless students attending 
New York City schools. 

Rent accounts for over half of the budgets of 
the poorest fifth of all families. Almost one in 
every two households forked over at least 30 per¬ 
cent of their income to their landlord or the bank 
holding their mortgage. 

High rents force many families to live in over¬ 
crowded housing. That’s one reason why so many 
Black, Indigenous and Latinx people are dying of 
COVID-19. 

None of the overcrowding and rent gouging are 
the result of a housing shortage. Greedy landlords 
in New York City keep a quarter million apart¬ 
ments empty in order to jack up the rent. That’s 
as criminal as hoarding food during a famine. 

Fight back! 

Thirty million people are unemployed. That’s 
almost a fifth of the U.S. workforce. 


An economic crisis was starting even before the 
coronavirus hit. Don’t believe the hype about a 
rapid economic recovery. Many millions will con¬ 
tinue to be jobless. 

Yet Congress let the $600 weekly supplemental 
unemployment compensation program die. These 
payments were used by families to pay their rent 
or mortgage. What are they supposed to do now? 

During the Great Depression of the 1930s, the 
Unemployed Councils organized by communists 
fought evictions. When a sheriff tried to carry out 
an eviction, dozens or hundreds of council mem¬ 
bers were there to move a family’s furniture back 
into their home. 

Such actions forced Chicago’s Mayor Anton 
Cermak to ban evictions. With people on the 
move. Congress passed a National Housing Act in 
1934. It saved many people’s homes from being 
foreclosed by the banksters. 

It has been the Black Lives Matter movement, 
with millions of people in the street, that forced the 
capitalist government to do anything at all. Wan¬ 
nabe dictator Trump is trying to crush the strug¬ 
gle by sending his stormtroopers to Portland, Ore.; 
Seattle; Chicago; Kansas City, Mo.; and elsewhere. 

But the heroic Wall of Moms in Portland pushed 
Trump back. We need a wall of people around the 
home of every family that the landlords are try¬ 
ing to evict. A wall of people can stop the banksters 
from stealing a family’s house through foreclosure. 

That’s what housing groups and communi¬ 
ty organizations across the country want to do. 
They have to be supported. We have to organize, 
organize, organize! 

The labor movement has to speak out, just as 
many union leaders have endorsed the Black Lives 
Matter movement. 

We need a new solidarity day. The AFL-CIO 
should call demonstrations demanding a contin¬ 
uation of unlimited $600 per week supplemental 
unemployment benefits and a halt to evictions 
and foreclosures. 

Nobody’s home is foreclosed nor is anyone ever 
evicted in socialist Cuba. One of the first acts of 
the Cuban Revolution was to limit a family’s com¬ 
bined rent and utility bill to no more than 10 per¬ 
cent of their income. 

That’s what we need. Landlords and banksters 
need to be abolished along with the racist police. 

We have to fight like Dr. King fought. The power 
of the people can stop evictions and foreclosures. 
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Border wall threatens 
burial sites 


By Zola Fish 

Members of the Kumeyaay Nation gathered in 
Boulevard, Calif., on June 30 to halt the building 
of Donald Trump’s border wall. The Army Corps 
of Engineers has been using dynamite to blast an 
existing wall which is located on sacred burial sites 
of the Kumeyaay ancestors. Indigenous artifacts 
and bones have been found at the blasting site. 

Many of the hundreds of protesters were mem¬ 
bers of the Kumeyaay Original Peoples Alliance. 
Additionally, members of the American Indian 
Movement, Warriors of Awareness, the Leonard 
Peltier Defense Committee and Black Lives Mat¬ 
ter were in attendance, along with allies from 
other organizations. Marchers chanted, “We 
didn’t cross the border! The border crossed us!” 

According to the organizer, Cyn Parada from 
the La Posta band of Kumeyaay, “Customs and 
Border Patrol [CBP] has not worked in good faith 
to permit monitors.” 

The Kumeyaay are native to both San Diego 
County and Northern Baja California. The bor¬ 
der wall divides their tribal lands. The Kumeyaay 
are now divided into bands all over the east and 
north county sections of San Diego. 

The blasting was stopped for the day, but will 
continue. Cyn Parada explained that the demon¬ 
stration was meant to draw attention to the 
scheduled construction, which she said is just 
one example of a project that did not do enough 
to safeguard the ancestral lands of local tribes. 

Blue Eagle Vigil, a member of the Viejas band 
of Kumeyaay, said, “We’re sick and tired of not 
being at the table when our ancestors are being 
dug up.” 

Continued on page 11 
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By John Parker 

Recent events expose that a qual¬ 
itative change has occurred in this 
period of history. Marxist social 
science explains how real changes 
— those capable of empowering our 
entire working class and tipping the 
balance of power toward us — come 
from the actions of our class. 

To illustrate this, just consider the 
rapid changes that have occurred in 
the last two months, since the police 
murder of George Floyd — from cops 
being charged in Minneapolis, to the 
proposed dismantling of the city’s 
police force while other cities are 
considering the same; the toppling 
of racist statues, from confeder¬ 
ates and slave owners to genocidal 
colonialists and imperialists, from 
Gen. Lee to the horror of the Congo, 
King Leopold of Belgium. 

The “slow wheels” of justice even 
sped up in the Supreme Court with 
victories regarding Indigenous sov¬ 
ereignty and abolishing one type of 
discrimination against LGBTQ2S 
workers. IBM felt compelled to join 
in by ceasing the sale of its facial 
recognition software to police de¬ 
partments for mass surveillance and 
racial profiling. 

And now, after decades of Indige¬ 
nous protests, the National Football 
League team in Washington, D.C., 
announced July 13 that it would drop 
the racist name “R*dsk*ns” and all 
associated logos. 

All of this is a result of the mili- 
tance and defiance that the Minne¬ 
apolis Black community inspired 
when they courageously took on 
a terrorist military force in their 
neighborhoods — the police — and 
even burned down a precinct. 

The movement they inspired went 
around the world. The people’s will¬ 
ingness to risk life and limb unarmed 
against the militarized defenders of 
the ruling class scared the hell out of 
the bosses — so now they are on the 
defensive and willing to grant some 
reforms, and their corporate entities 
and political puppets are responding 
in kind. 

In fact, although Washington 
team owner Dan Snyder had vowed 
to never change the name, he re¬ 
versed his position in mid-July when 
major corporate sponsors like FedEx 
and Amazon threatened to pull their 
association with the team. 

Here’s what Snyder told USA Today 
back in 2013; “We’ll never change the 
name, it’s that simple. NEVER — you 
can use caps.” 

Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan also 
reversed his longstanding support 
for the name and now suddenly sees 
the light, recognizing, he said, that 


the name is a racial slur that should 
be changed. 

Capitalist collusion 

There had been tremendous pres¬ 
sure from on high to keep the name, 
most recently coming from Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump, but also backed 
up by unscientific opinion polls 
conducted by the Washington Post. 
These polls were largely responded 
to by white fans of the Washington 
team, as Indigenous people pointed 
out repeatedly. The Washington Post 
colluded with Dan Snyder for years to 
make it appear that the team name 
was acceptable to Native people. 

However, recently a more thor¬ 
ough, larger and more scientific 
survey was done by the University 
of California, Berkeley, and pub¬ 
lished in the Journal of Social Psy¬ 
chological and Personality Science. 
The study of 1,000 Native Americans 
found 49 percent were offended by 
the name. However, for those who 
actively engaged in their Native or 
tribal cultures, the number rose to 
67 percent. And for young people it 
was 60 percent. 

Arianne Eason, a UC Berkeley as¬ 
sistant professor of psychology, and 
Stephanie Fryberg, a University of 
Michigan psychologist, launched 
the study last fall. Eason said; “We 
keep seeing clear examples of Native 
people speaking up and protesting 
these problematic team names and 
mascots. Yet, public opinion polls, 
with little methodological transpar¬ 
ency, say that Native people are not 
offended. Things just don’t add up.” 

“The data from previous opinion 
polls is often used to silence Native 
people,” said Fryberg, a member of 
the Tulalip Tribe in Washington state. 

Eason and Fryberg’s study is esti¬ 
mated to be the largest scale investi¬ 
gation to date of the relationship be¬ 
tween Native American identity and 
attitudes towards Native mascots. 

“Ultimately, our study demon¬ 
strates that people who identify 
most with being Native American are 
the ones most likely to feel harmed 
by the continued use of stereotypical 
Native American team names and 
mascots,” Eason said. 

“This suggests that the debate 
over the continued use of Native 
mascots should be more closely at¬ 
tuned to Native American voices, 
particularly the voices of those who 
are most highly identified.” 

This brings up a very important 
lesson for the movement, because 
another justification for keeping the 
name, even coming from so-called 
progressives, is that the name was 
sometimes used by Indigenous peo¬ 
ples themselves. So, we should dis¬ 


regard what Indigenous people are 
saying now about using the name for 
a sports team? 

As a Black person writing this ar¬ 
ticle, I feel compelled to offer anoth¬ 
er scenario. Imagine a sports team 
using the N-word with the justifica¬ 
tion that some Black people also use 
that word? 

You don’t build unity in our move¬ 
ment by denying the present and 
historic realities of racism that op¬ 
pressed peoples are expressing op¬ 
position to. 

Racist history of team name 

A 2016 Washington Post arti¬ 
cle exposes the racist history of 
the 87-year-old team name, start¬ 
ing with the lyrics that then-owner 
George Marshall commissioned his 
wife to write in 1937, when the team 
moved to Washington. They are of¬ 
fensive and presented here to simply 
illustrate the racist beginnings that 
accompany that name: 

“Hail to the R*dsk*ns 
Hail victory! 

Braves on the warpath 

Scalp ’um, swamp ’um — We will 

Take ’um big score. 

Read ’um, weep ’um, touchdown. 
We want heap more. 

Fight on. Fight on, ’til you have won. 
Sons of Wash-ing-ton. 

Rah! Rah! Rah! 

Hail to the R*dsk*ns. 

Hail victory! 

Braves on the warpath 
Fight for old D.C.” 

It took 30 years for those lyrics to 
just be modified. 

It’s ironic that the racist use of 
“scalping” in the song implies the 
use of merciless violence by Indige¬ 
nous peoples. It was, in fact, one of 
the methods of merciless genocide 
against Indigenous peoples used by 
the colonizers, with scalping widely 
used to verify kills. 

Mahtowin Munro of United Amer¬ 
ican Indians of New England told 


Struggle-La Lucha; “White settlers 
for centuries routinely put bounties 
on the heads of Indigenous people, 
although plenty of them did this for 
fun and sport. Those who scalped 
Native people were paid different rates 
depending on whether the person 
scalped was a man, woman or child. 

“The scalps were often referred to 
as ‘red-skins,’” Munro explained. 
“This is why it is so despicable that 
the Washington team clung to that 
name for so long. We often call them 
the ‘Slurskins.’” 

In 2015, Indian Country Today 
exposed a news story dated Oct. 9, 
1885, that speaks to Munro’s points. 

The article reports: “The clip, pub¬ 
lished by the Atchison Daily Cham¬ 
pion in Atchison, Kan., tells of set¬ 
tlers in Arizona fanning out across 
the state to ‘hunt for redskins, with 
a view of obtaining their scalps.’ 
Scalps taken from the bodies of dead 
Indians were valued at $250, accord¬ 
ing to the report.” 

It’s not surprising then that, ac¬ 
cording to the aforementioned 
Washington Post article, Marshall, 
under pressure from the Kennedy 
White House, became the last own¬ 
er to integrate his team in 1961. The 
team chose Ernie Davis, an African 
American Heisman Trophy recip¬ 
ient, in the NFL draft — but traded 
him just 10 days later. 

This victory of the long-await¬ 
ed name change was made possible 
by the relentless struggle waged by 
Indigenous activists, who met with 
team presidents, filed petitions and 
waged protests all across the U.S. 

Those voices were amplified by the 
recent demonstrations protesting 
the killing of George Floyd, Breonna 
Taylor and Ahmaud Arbery, which 
screamed from the streets that the 
oppressed will no longer tolerate 
racism and will fight it by any means. 

All of this also exposes the power 
coming from the solidarity of Black, 
Brown and Indigenous peoples 
fighting this system. El 
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About #Abolishthepolice 



By John Parker 

While this is happening now (from 
Time magazine): 

“On Wednesday, the George 
Floyd Resolution to Eliminate the 
Oakland Schools Police Depart¬ 
ment passed 7-0. The district will 
eliminate its police department by 
the end of the year and hire more 
social workers, psychologists or 
‘restorative justice practitioners.’ 

In the coming months, the district 
will work with students, parents, 
teachers and the BOP [Black 
Organizing Project] to create a new 
school safety plan.... The public 
school board in Minneapolis voted 
unanimously on June 2 to termi¬ 
nate its contract with the city’s 
police department in response to 
Floyd’s death. Schools leaders in 
Portland, Ore.; Denver and Seattle 
have since made similar decisions.” 

Okay, are we supposed to be happy 
about the Los Angeles Unified School 
District rejecting the 90 percent cut 


and instead cutting just $25 million 
from their budget? The school police 
chief is resigning and told his cops to 
not show up at the schools, expos¬ 
ing how much these pigs care about 
children’s safety since they say they 
are essential to it. 

So, the demand to take away some 
of the cops’ funds overshadowed and 
defeated and muffled the current and 
winnable demands to abolish these 
armed and dangerous cops from 
threatening and terrorizing our 
Black and Brown children in school 
and replace them with appropri¬ 
ate and more effective guardians of 
their safety. That’s what happened, 
and is happening everywhere in the 
country where defunding is the only 
and main demand, sidestepping the 
demands to disband; or abolish and 
replace; or impose community con¬ 
trol. The weaker demand that was 
accepted leaves the cops ready for 
their next kill. 

Some demands create reforms that 
empower our class and others create 


Los Angeles, June 16,2020. 

demands that disempower our class 
and allow the status quo to remain. 
When a new police chief for the 
LAUSD is found, the cops will be once 
again roaming the school halls with 
guns at the waist and at eye level of 
our children. We must demand what 
we need, not just what is palatable to 
the ruling class. The ruling class is 


desperate to find a way to soften the 
effects of the militancy in the streets 
that is now making changes at the 
speed of light. Let’s not help them 
turn off the light. 

#disarmthepolice 
#abolishthepolice 
#communitytakeover 
#communitycontrol [@] 


Rushed school reopenings endanger 
students, workers 


By Ripley Butterfield 

Despite the soaring rate of new 
coronavirus infections in the United 
States, a high percentage of students 
in grades K-12 will be returning to 
school in the fall. Nearly every state 
ordered public schools to close in 
March or April, remaining closed for 
the end of the 2019-2020 academic 
year. Here in New York, I and over a 
million other kids and teens went 
home one day and never came back, 
switching a week later to a shaky 
form of online learning. 

Despite the challenges of finishing 
tenth grade alone over Google Class¬ 
room, I acknowledge how crucial 
this move was for the sake of public 
health. The height of COVID-19 deaths 
in my state was devastating. There’s 
no doubt that we would have sur¬ 
passed that number many times over 
had the virus gotten more of a chance 
to infiltrate our cramped schools. 

President Donald Trump is leading 
the federal government in a massive 
push to reopen schools, against the 
will of public health officials, sci¬ 
entists, and teachers’ unions across 
the country. Not to mention students 
themselves — many are fearful of 
what attending school in the midst 
of a pandemic will mean for their 
families’ health. 

That isn’t to say that keeping 
schools physically closed is a perfect 
answer: thousands of workers rely 
on schools as free daily childcare for 
their young kids. That’s why it is so 
frustrating that rather than devot¬ 
ing time and resources to creating 
safe environments to meet the needs 
of working families, the U.S. govern¬ 
ment is pressing for all students to 
return to unsafe conditions. 

The summer months should have 
brought about new plans for nec¬ 
essary childcare, more accessible 
online options, and smoothing the 
many rough patches that remote 
learning brought about. Instead, we 


are being told we must go back to 
school as usual. 

Guidelines revised under pressure 

The Centers for Disease Control 
initially released a nine-page docu¬ 
ment outlining what is needed for a 
safe reopening of schools. It is a de¬ 
tailed checklist meant for schools to 
use in order to determine readiness 
to reopen as well as safety on a day- 
to-day basis. 

The document strongly notes that 
there is substantial risk associat¬ 
ed with in-person learning at this 
time, and promotes either a fully or 
partially remote model of schooling. 
However, Trump immediately called 
the CDC guidelines “tough,” “im¬ 
practical” and “expensive,” threat¬ 
ening to cut schools’ funding if they 
do not reopen in full. 

Education Secretary Betsy DeVos 
also promoted reopening schools in 
person. Claiming that a hybrid model 
(part in school, part at home) would 
not serve families, she dismissed the 
CDC guidelines as “flexible,” not to 
be required of schools. 

Soon after, a new set of guidelines 
was released. The CDC now supports 
opening schools everywhere, and re¬ 
ports that COVID-19 poses a low risk 
to children. Essentially, the document 
says that children are more likely to 
be harmed by a lack of in-person 
learning than by being infected by 
coronavirus. Although the guide¬ 
lines do suggest use of face masks 
and implementing social distancing, 
it is not to be required of schools. 

I find this revised statement to 
be incredibly aggravating. The CDC 
strongly supported strict health 
and safety measures for in-person 
schooling barely a week before. The 
weak guidelines that followed came 
under the influence of Trump’s re¬ 
cent announcements, not from a sci¬ 
entific basis. I worry about the valid¬ 
ity of the data on COVID-19 spread in 
schools, as well. 



The vast majority of U.S. students 
did not have ongoing public school¬ 
ing throughout the pandemic. We 
do not know how quickly multiple 
asymptomatic students could lead 
to an outbreak inside a school. We 
cannot claim to know, based on ev¬ 
idence from before the height of the 
pandemic, or from other nations that 
succeeded in flattening the curve of 
infection. 

Additionally, it seems that much 
of the support regarding reopening 
relies upon the idea that young chil¬ 
dren are not easily infected. I feel 
there is not enough information on 
teens and young adults. I know of 
multiple classmates who have got¬ 
ten sick, some with long-term con¬ 
sequences, who are under the age of 
18. And, of course, this data means 
nothing for the safety and wellbeing 
of teachers, other school workers 
and parents. 

CTU: No ‘safe reopening’ 
possible now 

In many states, a specific plan for 
school reopening has not yet been 
decided on. Worse, there has been no 
clarification in most places on how 


Teachers, students and parents in 
Pinellas County, Fla., protest unsafe 
school reopenings, July 14. 


schools plan to fund the purchase 
of crucial sanitary materials and 
personal protective equipment 
(PPE). 

The Chicago Teachers Union has 
stated that there is no “safe re¬ 
opening,” and has made a list of de¬ 
mands to the mayor and the Chica¬ 
go Public School system. They say 
sanitized buildings, widely avail¬ 
able PPE, nurses, counselors, social 
workers, alternatives for immuno¬ 
compromised students and teach¬ 
ers, as well as increased ventilation 
in schools to promote airflow, must 
all be provided and maintained in 
order for the school year to start. 

Mississippi Teachers Unite has 
called for the postponing of school 
reopenings in the state until Sept, l, 
so that there is time to ensure a safe 
environment that adheres to health 
guidelines. Again, the school sys¬ 
tem must be fully funded so teachers 
do not have to buy masks and hand 
sanitizer themselves. 

This concern is constant through¬ 
out teachers’ unions across the U.S., 
as it is common for teachers to spend 
large amounts of their own money 
throughout the year on things like 
disinfecting wipes, tissues, paper 
towels and soap. At my school in 
Brooklyn, N.Y., students are regu¬ 
larly offered extra credit in classes 
to buy some of these items ourselves. 

It is unacceptable for U.S. states 
and cities (ones that often spend mil¬ 
lions or billions of dollars a year on 
their police departments, mind you) 
to not provide their public schools 
with adequate funding, period. But 
this isn’t even about the lack of ex- 
tracurriculars or classroom renova¬ 
tions, as terrible as that is — this is 
basic hygienic materials. 

How are we to reopen schools 
during a pandemic that cannot even 
keep bathrooms stocked with paper 
towels? 
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By Greg Butterfield 

As a consequence of bosses’ rush 
to “reopen the economy” for prof¬ 
it amidst the global COVID-19 pan¬ 
demic — and the unwillingness or 
inability of bought-and-paid-for po - 
litical “leaders” to stand up to their 
demands — infections and hospi¬ 
talizations are surging throughout 
much of the United States. 

The surge of infections has espe¬ 
cially engulfed states in the South 
and West, like Texas and Florida, 
whose leaders, following the lead of 
President Donald Trump, largely ig¬ 
nored measures to slow the virus’s 
spread and then quickly dropped any 
pretense of protecting public health 
as pressure to “reopen” grew from 
Wall Street right on down to the 
small capitalist on the corner. 

California is another epicenter of 
the virus surge. That state had earli¬ 
er taken relatively strong measures, 
but like other Democratic-governed 
states, caved in to capitalist pres¬ 
sure and began dropping public 
health measures at the end of May. 
Now, other states like New York, 
which had slowed the spread but is 
now barreling ahead with reopen¬ 
ing amid the surge in the rest of the 
country, could soon face a new spike. 

The rest of the world is watching, 
dumbfounded, at the utter criminal¬ 
ity and ineptitude of the U.S. ruling 
class and its officials. As the Europe¬ 
an Union prepared to lift travel re¬ 
strictions, it announced that people 
from the U.S. would not be permitted 
to visit because of the lack of control 
over the coronavirus here. 

From panic to profit-driven 
‘reopening’ 

There has not been a clear or con¬ 
sistent policy to combat the spread 
of the virus at the federal, state or 
local levels — just a hodgepodge of 
half-measures and no measures. 

When it was finally acknowledged 
in March that the virus was quickly 
spreading, projections of 100,000 or 
more deaths sent Washington and 
Wall Street into a panic. It was too 


late for areas like New York, Seattle 
and Los Angeles, where the pan¬ 
demic was already out of control. But 
at last some stay-at-home measures 
were implemented in late March. 

But already in early April, the cap¬ 
italist class — the bosses, bankers 
and landlords who hold true power 
over U.S. society — overcame their 
initial panic and decided that work¬ 
ers must be dragooned back to their 
jobs for the sake of profits, deadly 
contagion or no, even as those same 
bosses laid off millions of others. 
They were more fearful of the cap¬ 
italist crisis of overproduction that 
coincided with the pandemic, and 
were determined to scrape up what¬ 
ever profits they could on the backs 
of the workers. 

By the beginning of May, the mod¬ 
est measures to control the virus’s 
spread had already fallen by the 
wayside in most of the country. Only 
those early centers of the health crisis 
— mostly major coastal cities where 
the victims were largely Black and 
Brown people and elders — main¬ 
tained or strengthened public health 
measures. And by the Memorial Day 
holiday at the end of the month, those 
too were being loosened. 

The virus spread in meat-process¬ 
ing plants in the Midwest and South, 
in Amazon warehouses, in newly 
reopened churches, restaurants and 
bars. In many places, bosses and 
politicians alike flouted regulations 
meant to enforce mask wearing, 
social distancing and other safety 
practices, and thus encouraged mid¬ 
dle-class white “consumers” to do 
likewise. 

The president — who can hardly 
be described as anything but a virus 
himself — gleefully ignores any state 
or local public health measures that 
he encounters, the very picture of a 
wealthy oligarch who has a team ded¬ 
icated to protecting his own health. 

What we see now are the perfectly 
predictable and preventable conse¬ 
quences of a system that prioritizes 
profits over people’s lives. 

U.S. capitalism, the wealthiest em¬ 
pire that has ever existed on planet 


Earth, could have pumped trillions 
of dollars into finding a vaccine in 
cooperation with other countries. It 
could have guaranteed a job, home 
and income to every single person 
living in this country for the dura¬ 
tion of the health crisis. 

But that’s not what capitalism is 
for. It exists to enrich the few at the 
expense of the many. The system and 
its political representatives, wheth¬ 
er of the Donald Trump or Joe Biden 
varieties, “conservative” or “lib¬ 
eral,” Republican or Democrat, all 
dance to the tune of the profiteers, 
the lives and health of the working 
class be damned. 

Protests are urgent public health 
measures! 

Following the police murder of 
George Floyd in Minneapolis on 
May 25, many politicians and media 
pundits were quick to warn that the 
countrywide uprisings against killer 
cops would contribute to the spread 
of COVID-19. 

That didn’t happen. In fact, six 
weeks into the protest movement, 
with daily actions happening in cit¬ 
ies large and small in every part of 
the country, there is no correlation 
between the protests and the surge 
of the virus. Rather, it is all down to 
the capitalist-driven rush to “re¬ 
open the economy.” 

“In what’s considered the first 
systematic look at the question, a 
team of economists determined 
that only one of 13 cities involved in 
the earliest wave of protests after 
Memorial Day had an increase that 
would fit the pattern,” the Associat¬ 
ed Press reported July 1. 


“It was Phoenix, where experts say 
cases and hospitalizations surged 
after a decision by Gov. Doug Ducey 
to end Arizona’s stay-at-home order 
on May 15 and ease restrictions on 
businesses. Arizona residents who 
were cooped up for six weeks flooded 
Phoenix-area bar districts, ignoring 
social distancing guidelines.” 

Why is this? For one thing, un¬ 
like the white supremacist “reopen” 
protests at state capitols in April and 
May, the anti-racist protesters are 
highly conscious of their social re¬ 
sponsibility to wear masks, avoid 
unnecessary physical contact, use 
hand sanitizers or gloves, partici¬ 
pate in car caravans, and stay home 
or get tested if feeling under the 
weather. 

Unlike the megachurches, bars 
and factories that have been among 
the “superspreaders” in much of the 
country, the protests against police 
terror have been held out of doors, 
where transmission is less likely, 
especially when people are wearing 
masks. 

Protests are not only an urgent 
public health measure to fight sys¬ 
temic racism. It is clearer every day 
that to win any kind of effective 
measures to combat the surging 
coronavirus and stop the pandem¬ 
ic from claiming tens or hundreds 
of thousands of more lives, a rebel¬ 
lion on the scale of the George Floyd 
protests and beyond, inseparably 
linked with the struggle against 
racist terror, is urgently needed. 

Capitalism is the crisis. In the bat¬ 
tle for public health, protests, upris¬ 
ings, strikes and socialism will be 
the solution! H 



’s $10 billion 


By Scott Scheffer 

Donald Trump has resumed dai¬ 
ly White House briefings regard¬ 
ing the COVID-19 pandemic on July 
20. He had pouted and quit that role 
in late April after facing criticism 
and ridicule for having downplayed 
the pandemic, for his promotion of 
disinfectant as a possible cure for 
COVID-19, and generally for his an¬ 
ti-science approach. 

Narcissistic and ill-informed. 
Trump is an easy mark for late-night 
talk show comedy monologues. But 
mixed in with all the absurdities by 
Trump is a clear expression of the 
agenda of U.S. billionaires. 

They are unwilling to put their 
profits on hold or continue govern¬ 
ment spending for the welfare of 
millions of workers who have been 
thrown out of work by the pan¬ 


demic. Unlike cancer or diabetes or 
obesity — all public health killers 
— COVID-19 is contagious, highly 
contagious. Staying at home, wear¬ 
ing masks and social distancing are 
all necessary measures to stop the 
spread of the virus. 

Their plan would see schools re¬ 
open so that working parents could 
be forced back to their jobs. Reopen¬ 
ing the economy in its entirety is the 
goal, and the push to come up with 
a vaccine in a recklessly short time 
is their hoped-for magic bullet. The 
White House goal is to have a vac¬ 
cine by the end of 2020. The vaccine 
against Ebola took five years to go 
into trial and that was much faster 
than previous vaccines. 

Capitalism benefits by its gov¬ 
ernment intersecting with science. 
Scientists and medical profession¬ 
als that hold positions in a capitalist 


government play a dual role. They 
are also beholden to the same prof¬ 
it-seeking capitalist compulsion, 
but at times have to resist it to try to 
navigate through a crisis. 

During this pandemic, they are 
advocates of measures to slow the 
spread of the virus: testing, social dis¬ 
tancing, masks, contact tracing, quar¬ 
antine of infected individuals, and 
shutting down workplaces, schools, 
bars, restaurants and churches. 
Trump’s buffoonish leadership aside, 
this contradiction between the cap¬ 
italist compulsion to exploit work¬ 
ers and the professionals who want 
to pause profits in the interest of 
rationality and human life is what 
is behind the apparent rift between 
the Trump-Pence wing of the White 
House Task Force and it’s more cau¬ 
tious and science-minded members. 

Even in the absence of a vaccine. 


there has been great success against 
the disease by vigorously sticking to 
a regime of anti-pandemic measures 
in places like China, Cuba, Vietnam, 
Laos, South Korea, North Korea and 
the state of Kerala in India. In each of 
those places there is some measure 
of universal health care. 

China’s population is roughly four 
times greater than that of the U.S. 
but suffered about one-thirtieth of 
the death count from COVID-19. 

Cuba’s death toll out of a popula¬ 
tion of 11 million people was limited 
to just 87 people. Cuba has devel¬ 
oped two treatments that aid the 
recovery of people already infected. 
Both drugs have been shared and 
used internationally. 

Parallel to the anti-China rhetoric 
that emanated from the White 
House during May and June, the 
World Health Organization, a United 
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By Gary Wilson 

The Supreme Court unanimously 
ruled July 6 that states can penalize 
members of the Electoral College 
who do not support the winner of 
their state’s popular vote in a pres¬ 
idential election. 

The court’s ruling is in response to 
the 2016 presidential election, when 
10 electors voted for someone other 
than their state’s chosen candidate, 
highlighting how electors have the 
potential to swing an election. The 
ruling does not in any way change 
the Electoral College system. 

The U.S. does not have direct elec¬ 
tions for the president of the re¬ 
public, though direct elections are 
considered to be the norm for a 
bourgeois democracy. The ability to 
vote directly is synonymous with 
democratic rights; the inability syn¬ 
onymous with denial of rights. The 
Electoral College system, borrowed 
from the Roman slave empire’s con¬ 
stitution some 2,000 years ago, gives 
only a semblance of voting rights, 
keeping real power in the hands of 
the wealthy few. 

Indirect elections, through the 
Electoral College, increase the power 
of the wealthy. 

In the 2000 election, George W. 
Bush lost the popular vote but won 
in the Electoral College. The same 
happened again with Donald Trump, 
who lost the popular vote in 2016 by 
almost 3 million votes — over 2 per¬ 
cent — but won the indirect Elector¬ 
al College vote. 

The 2020 election campaigns of 
the Democrats and Republicans have 
almost exclusively focused on win¬ 
ning the Electoral College vote, par¬ 
ticularly in what are called “battle¬ 
ground states.” 

Court gutted Voting Rights Act 

The Supreme Court has already 
gutted the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
The court’s 2013 Shelby v. Holder 
ruling eliminated federal oversight 
of state election and voting laws. 

According to the Brennan Center 
for Justice; “The decision in Shel¬ 
by County opened the floodgates to 
laws restricting voting throughout 
the United States. The effects were 


Nations entity, has become a target 
of the Trump administration. The 
World Health Assembly, the deci¬ 
sion-making body of the WHO, met 
virtually in May, and while the U.S. 
attacked the WHO and foisted a res¬ 
olution on the entire body that slan¬ 
dered China and the WHO itself, Chi¬ 
nese President Xi Jinping announced 
that a Chinese success in developing 
a vaccine would be for “global public 
good.” Within days, the White House 
confirmed that it would cut funding 
to the WHO. Trump said the WHO 
was too “cozy with China.” 

U.S. capitalists don’t see medicine 
as being for “global public good.” 
When a U.S. pharmaceutical com¬ 
pany develops a product that may 
be profitable, they send an army of 
lobbyists to push for approval by the 
Food and Drug Administration. 

The capitalist rush to come up 


immediate. Within 24 hours of the 
ruling, Texas announced that it 
would implement a strict photo ID 
law. Two other states, Mississippi 
and Alabama, also began to enforce 
photo ID laws that had previously 
been barred because of federal pre¬ 
clearance.” 

In July 2017, in Georgia, 600,000 
people, some 8 percent of the state’s 
registered voters, were purged from 
the rolls and required to re-regis- 
ter — an estimated 107,000 of them 
simply because they hadn’t voted in 
recent elections. In 2018, the state 
blocked the registration of 53,000 
state residents, 70 percent of whom 
were African American. 

Voter ID laws and other restric¬ 
tions that fall most heavily on Af¬ 
rican American and Latinx people 
have been initiated in a number of 
other states, not all in the South. 
Polling locations have been closed, 
early voting restricted and registra¬ 
tion rules made stricter. 

Black voter suppression in this 
country has returned to near 1950s 
levels. 

Constitution gave power 
to slaveholders 

In 1787, the Constitution was ad¬ 
opted to insure that the execu¬ 
tive power was always held by the 
slave-holding class. Of the first 10 
presidents of the U.S., only two, John 
Adams and John Quincy Adams, 
were not slave owners. 

In writing on the Electoral College’s 
racist origins, Yale constitutional law 
professor Akhil Reed Amar says: 

“If the system’s pro-slavery tilt 
was not overwhelmingly obvious 
when the Constitution was ratified, 
it quickly became so. For 32 of the 
Constitution’s first 36 years, a white 
slaveholding Virginian occupied the 
presidency. 

“Southerner Thomas Jefferson, for 
example, won the election of 1800- 
01 against Northerner John Adams in 
a race where the slavery-skew of the 
Electoral College was the decisive 
margin of victory: without the extra 
Electoral College votes generated by 
slavery, the mostly southern states 
that supported Jefferson would not 
have sufficed to give him a majori- 


with a vaccine has created a fever¬ 
ish competition in the U.S. and oth¬ 
er capitalist countries. More than 
70 efforts are underway interna¬ 
tionally. Under Trump’s “Operation 
Warp Speed,” more than $10 billion 
is being paid out to 14 pharmaceu¬ 
tical companies to develop, produce 
and distribute a vaccine. This is not a 
cooperative venture — each compa¬ 
ny is jealously guarding its research, 
and regardless of their success, they 
will have been paid in full out of tax¬ 
payer money. How much profit has 
been baked into each of their con¬ 
tracts is being kept under wraps. 

The U.S. Justice Department has 
absurdly accused China of stealing 
Western research on a vaccine. It was 
China’s unprecedented and rapid 
mapping of the genetic code of the vi¬ 
rus and sharing it with the world that 
actually spawned the initial research 


ty. As pointed observers remarked 
at the time, Thomas Jefferson met¬ 
aphorically rode into the executive 
mansion on the backs of slaves.” 
(“The Troubling Reason the Elec¬ 
toral College Exists” by Akhil Reed 
Amar, Time, Nov. 8,2016) 

More than two centuries after it 
was designed to empower a slavoc- 
racy, the system continues to sup¬ 
press the Black vote and empower 
the wealthy. 

Voting in 1787 was restricted to 
white male adult property owners, 
about 6 percent of the population. 
In the early 1800s, the property re¬ 
quirement was gradually changed 
to paying taxes so that by 1857, all 
white male taxpayers were allowed 
to vote. Citizenship was not required 
until 1928, following an anti-social¬ 
ist, anti-immigrant campaign that 
led to the illegal deportation of 1.8 
million people. 

The Reconstruction era 15th 
Amendment states that voting 
rights cannot be denied or abridged 
based on “race, color or previous 
condition of servitude.” And briefly, 
voting rights were opened to African 
Americans. Disfranchisement came 
after the defeat of Reconstruction, 
with Jim Crow laws effectively keep¬ 
ing voting limited to white male 
taxpayers. 

The segregation and disenfran¬ 
chisement laws known as “Jim 
Crow” represented a formal, codi- 


for a vaccine. According to ABC News 
Australia, “the University of Queens¬ 
land team began developing a vaccine 
against COVID-19 on Jan. 10 — the 
day the genetic sequence of the SARS- 
CoV-2 virus was first made public.” 

In recent days, news reports about 
advances in the development of vac¬ 
cines centered around Oxford and 
AstraZeneca and Moderna. China’s 
state-owned pharmaceutical Sin- 
opharm has also begun phase III 
clinical trials as have three nonstate 
Chinese corporations. 

The successful development of an 
effective vaccine would be welcomed 
by the entire world. But the Trump 
administration’s rushed and reck¬ 
less effort for a vaccine as a substi¬ 
tute for tried and true anti-pandem¬ 
ic measures while putting people 
back to work and in harm’s way must 
be rejected. H 


fled system of racial apartheid that 
dominated the U.S. in the North as 
well as the South for three quarters 
of a century beginning in the 1890s. 

Great struggles were waged in the 
following years and over time more 
democratic rights were won, partic¬ 
ularly the right to vote. After a mass 
women’s movement for suffrage, 
women’s right to vote was won in 
1920, with the 19th Amendment to 
the Constitution. 

In 1964, the 24th Amendment pro¬ 
hibited the requirement to pay poll 
taxes in order to vote. Not until the 
historic Civil Rights movement won 
the Voting Rights Act of 1965 was a 
nationwide “one person, one vote” 
electoral system established in the 
U.S., with the exception of prisoners. 

6 million denied right to vote 

According to the Sentencing Proj¬ 
ect, as of 2010 an estimated 6 million 
people in this country were denied 
the right to vote because of a felo¬ 
ny conviction, a number equivalent 
to 2.5 percent of the U.S. voting-age 
population. That number is certainly 
higher today. Given the racist justice 
system, these 6 million are predom¬ 
inantly from Black and Brown com¬ 
munities. 

So the 1965 Voting Rights Act was 
functionally broken by the Supreme 
Court in 2013. 

As the late Civil Rights leader Rep. 
John Lewis said this year on June 25, 
the anniversary day of the Supreme 
Court’s Shelby v. Holder decision: 
“The record is clear. A rampant war 
is being waged against minorities’ 
voting rights in my home state of 
Georgia and across the nation.” 

Earlier this year, Lewis intro¬ 
duced a resolution for a Right to Vote 
Amendment to the Constitution, as 
the right to vote is still not guar¬ 
anteed. The amendment includes a 
provision to stop any attempts to re¬ 
strict voting rights. 

This year’s elections have already 
seen widespread denial of voting 
rights. In fact, the Trump campaign 
and the Republican National Com¬ 
mittee have mounted an aggressive 
national effort to suppress voting 
rights, which they call “voter fraud.” 
It’s an in-your-face racist maneuver. 
Without a fight, the Black vote will 
be suppressed. 

The Black Lives Matter movement 
has put a spotlight on the institu¬ 
tionalized racism governing this 
country. The electoral system is part 
of that. There’s more than statues 
that need to be toppled. H 


injection won t stop COVID-19 





A job is a right! 


O ver 20 million workers are unemployed in the 
United States. That's a catastrophe. Jobless¬ 
ness hasn't been this high since the Great 
Depression of the 1930s. 

Extended unemployment benefits under the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief and Economic Security 
(CARES) Act are set to expire July 31. The various 
state moratoriums on evictions and utility shut¬ 
offs are also scheduled to end soon. 

What are people supposed to do then? COVID-19 
infections are spiking in Arizona, California, North 
and South Carolina, Florida, and Texas. Even when 
this pandemic ends, or at least slows down, many 
of the lost jobs are not coming back. 

That doesn't bother Larry Kudlow, President 
Trump's $185,000 per year director of the Nation¬ 
al Economic Council. He thinks “recessions are 
therapeutic.” 

This millionaire collects $3,557 a week from 
the feds but doesn't want to extend the $600 per 
week federal unemployment benefit. Kudlow 
claims it's a "disincentive" that will discourage 
people from going back to their jobs. 

So people are staying home because they're 
lazy? The continuing pandemic and massive job 
destruction have nothing to do with it? 

Larry Kudlow is what white privilege looks like. 
He was fired from Wall Street's now shuttered 
Bear Stearns bank in 1994 because of his cocaine 
addiction. But Kudlow never had to worry about 
being arrested for drug possession. 

Lee Otis Johnson, the Black leader of Houston's 
Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee 
(SNCC) chapter, wasn't so lucky. He was framed in 
1968 for allegedly having one marijuana joint and 
sentenced to 30 years in prison. 

It was fear of what tens of millions of suddenly 
jobless workers might do that forced Trump and 
Congress to cough up $600 per week and a stimu¬ 
lus check, too. 

The millions of people who are marching in the 
streets, chanting “Black lives matter!” are why 
unemployment benefits maybe extended and 
another stimulus check mailed out. 

Why can't everyone have a job? 

Before it was destroyed, in the socialist Soviet 
Union everyone had a job. Unemployment was 
unknown. During the height of capitalist "pros¬ 
perity" in the U.S., millions of workers are jobless. 

The difference was that the Soviet Union had an 
overall economic plan. The industries belonged to 
the people. Soviet banks didn't lend money to real 
estate sharks like Donald Trump. 

While U.S. corporations and the federal and 
state governments have budgets — which are 
plans — capitalism can't be controlled. Dog-eat- 
dog capitalist competition prevents it. As Karl 
Marx wrote, "Capital has a life of its own." (No 
offense meant to dogs, who never eat other dogs; 
it’s just a saying that a capitalist first used to de¬ 
scribe capitalist competition.) 

The biggest monopolies employ thousands 
with marketing degrees who try to determine 
what goods and services can be sold in the capi¬ 
talist market. But ultimately, "too much" stuff is 
produced. 

How can this be? At least a billion people on 
earth go to bed hungry, including millions of 
people in the U.S. 

Overcrowded housing is one of the reasons so 
many Black, Indigenous and Latinx people have 
died of the coronavirus. People need more health 
care, schools and transportation. 

Capitalist overproduction has nothing to do 
with people's needs. It's producing more stuff 
than can be sold at a profit. 

Every ten years or so since 1825, a capitalist 
economic crisis breaks out and creates more mis¬ 
ery. COVID-19 accelerated the current recession, 
but it started earlier, particularly with the over¬ 
production of oil. 

Frederick Engels — the friend and co-worker of 
Karl Marx — described how a capitalist econom¬ 


ic recovery is guaranteed to turn into another 
recession; 

"The industrial trot breaks into a canter, the 
canter in turn grows into the headlong gallop 
of a perfect steeplechase of industry, com¬ 
mercial credit, and speculation, which finally, 
after breakneck leaps, ends where it began — 
in the ditch of a crisis." 

Unemployment isn't equal 

Capitalism requires unemployment, a phe¬ 
nomenon that didn't exist in previous social sys¬ 
tems. Engels called jobless workers an "industrial 
reserve army." 

Capitalist production often needs a sudden 
increase in the number of workers, like during 
the Christmas buying rush. Unemployed workers 
are recruited from the industrial reserve army to 
handle the extra work. 

That's a secondary feature of the industrial 
reserve army. Its main function is to increase the 
average rate of profit. 

If there was a permanent shortage of labor 
under capitalism — instead of a continual surplus 
of workers seeking employment — it would be 
impossible to maintain the level of exploitation. 
Working and poor people wouldn't tolerate being 
overworked and abused. 

Samuel Insull — a 1920s Midwest utilities czar 
whose $3 billion empire collapsed in the Great 
Depression — best expressed the thought of 
his fellow exploiters; "My experience is that the 
greatest aid to the efficiency of labor is a long line 
of men waiting at the gate." (That is, a mass of 
unemployed women and men trying to get hired.) 

The industrial reserve army also plays an im¬ 
portant political role in the racist U.S. The Black 
unemployment rate is almost always at least 
double the white jobless rate. 

It's even worse for Indigenous people. Latinx 
people also suffer from higher joblessness. 

Hiring discrimination not only means that 
whites have the better paying jobs. It means that 
a white applicant is more likely to be hired for a 
lousy paying job. 

This material factor has helped capitalists 
poison the minds of too many white workers. But 
look what's happening now. 

U.S. capitalist 

D eamonte Driver didn’t have to die. An ab¬ 
scessed tooth led to the 12-year-old Black 
youth’s death on Feb. 25, 2007. 

Deamonte’s mother, Alyce Driver, worked two 
jobs. But her pay was so low that she couldn’t af¬ 
ford $80 for her son to have a tooth extracted. 

Few dentists in Prince George’s County, Md., 
accepted Medicaid. Alyce Driver was trying to 
find a dentist for another son who had six bad 
teeth. 

After initially being sent home from an emer¬ 
gency room, Deamonte was rushed to the hos¬ 
pital. The infection in his tooth had spread to his 
brain. 

Despite two operations Deamonte Driver 
didn’t survive. He really died of racism. 

Black people in the U.S. are dying of COVID-19 
at a rate 2.7 times greater than that of whites. 

In Wisconsin’s Racine County, the rate is seven 
times higher. 

Latinx people are over three times more likely 
to die as compared to whites. In Apache County, 
Ariz., the death rate of Indigenous people from 
the virus is nearly 17 times higher than that of 
local whites. 

Poor white people suffer from unequal medical 
care. So do all transgender people. 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. declared that “of all 
the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is 
the most shocking and inhumane.” 

Capitalism is inequality and the nearly $4-tril- 
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The Black Lives Matter movement has gotten 
the support of millions of whites across the U.S. 
The wealthy and powerful are terrified. 


Don't starve, fight! 

When the Great Depression started 90 years 
ago, there was no unemployment compensation 
or welfare. The Communist Party raised the slo¬ 
gan "Don't starve, fight!" and organized unem¬ 
ployment councils. 

Despite police attacks and even killings, com¬ 
munists stopped evictions in Chicago and other 
cities. A mass movement won unemployment 
insurance and Social Security. 

Millions of workers were hired by the Works 
Progress Administration to build schools, parks 
and bridges. Organizing drives forced the biggest 
corporations, like General Motors and Ford, to 
sign union contracts. 

We can do even more today. Many union 
members are supporting the Black Lives Matter 
movement. 

The Seattle Labor Council has expelled the local 
police "union." The AFL-CIO should follow Seat¬ 
tle's example and kick out the cops. 

The labor movement needs to demand "A Job is 
a Right!" and "Jobs not Jails!" Unemployed coun¬ 
cils have to be started again. 

Millions of young people need jobs with union 
wages and union benefits. The rich can pay for it. 

Evictions and foreclosures of homes have to be 
stopped. So do utility shut-offs. The water must 
be turned back on! 

Amazon, FedEx and Walmart workers need 
to be organized. Millions of other workers need 
unions, too. 

We can win if we organize and struggle. We must 
win millions to the need for a socialist revolution 
that will abolish unemployment forever. H 

health care is ra< 


lion U.S. medical-industrial complex is shocking¬ 
ly unjust and inhumane. 

Robbing life from millions 

One hundred fifty years after the U.S. Civil War, 
white men in 2015 had a life expectancy at birth 
4.4 years greater than Black men. White wom¬ 
en lived an average 2.8 years longer than Black 
women. 

Within New York City, there are outrageous dif¬ 
ferences in lifespans. Sixty-five percent of people 
in Battery Park City at Manhattan’s southern tip 
are white and most households have incomes of 
over $100,000 per year. They lived to be on aver¬ 
age almost 86 years old. 

A subway ride away in Brooklyn’s Brownsville 
community, 93 percent of the residents are Black 
or Latinx. Their life expectancy was just 74.4 
years. That’s 11.5 years of life stolen from them by 
capitalism. 

Rates of infant and maternal mortality are even 
more unequal. In 2017, Black babies in Milwaukee 
were five times more likely to die than white ba¬ 
bies. Black mothers in Wisconsin were five times 
as likely to die giving birth as white mothers. 

Over 22,000 people have died of the coronavirus 
in New York City. Whether people lived or died 
often depended on what hospitals they went to. 

The fancy private hospitals in Manhattan are 
often connected to a medical school and have the 
best technical equipment. Lincoln Medical Center 
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We don’t need their cops 


W hen the Pilgrims invaded the Wampanoag 
nation in the 1620s, they didn't find any police 
or jails. Such cruelty wasn't necessary. 
That's because there were no rich or poor in 
Wampanoag society. A community of equals 
doesn't need armed thugs with badges. Billion¬ 
aires and banksters didn't require protection 
since these parasites didn't exist. 

Three people are killed by police on every av¬ 
erage day in the United States. Almost 5 million 
people are jailed every year, many of whom can't 
afford bail. 

More than 10 million people are arrested annu¬ 
ally by police armed with guns, clubs and mace. 
Almost any of these arrests can result in death or 
serious injury. Many do. All are humiliating. 

The capitalist U.S. is a violent police state. The 
wealthy and powerful spend around $200 billion 
a year to have over 800,000 cops on the street and 
keep 2.3 million people in prisons. Every cent of 
this money is stolen from the working class, both 
employed and unemployed. 

Cops push drugs 

Violence is promoted by the capitalist state that 
pours drugs into poor communities. The "French 
Connection" that flooded New York City with her¬ 
oin was a CIA connection. Drug-dealing gangsters 
who beat up striking French workers and commu¬ 
nists worked in tandem with U.S. spy agencies. 

Corrupt cops were also essential. Nearly 100 
pounds of “French Connection" heroin were 
checked out of the New York Police Department's 
evidence locker on Jan. 4,1972, never to be found 
again. 

Drugs help suppress communities from orga¬ 
nizing for jobs, housing and health care. That's 
why CIA-owned Air America, with 20,000 em¬ 
ployees, drenched the U.S. with dope during the 
Vietnam War. 

"The Politics of Heroin in Southeast Asia" by 
Alfred McCoy exposed these crimes. The CIA 
tried to stop the book from being published. 

One of the reasons the ruling class sought to 
destroy the Black Panther Party, assassinating 
dozens of its members, was because the Panthers 
fought against drugs. 

The Reagan administration created the crack 



epidemic to fund the contra terrorists who were 
trying to overthrow the Sandinista government 
in Nicaragua. 

Crack served as an excuse to incarcerate hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of more people. Joe Biden was 
responsible for many of the laws that filled the 
prisons. 

Banks make vast profits by laundering drug 
and crime money that's estimated by the United 
Nations to be as much as $2 trillion a year. 

Tear down the walls! 

Poor people in Paris started the French Revo¬ 
lution by tearing down a hated prison called the 
Bastille on July 14,1789. 

The U.S. has thousands of bastilles. Every one of 
them should be torn down, including the immi¬ 
gration concentration camps where children are 
kept in cages. 

Many of these U.S. bastilles are labeled "cor¬ 
rectional institutions." "Correction" was the 
term used by the slave masters to describe their 
torture of enslaved Africans. 

Louisiana's Angola State Prison is on the site 
of a former plantation that had the same name. It 
was called Angola because that's where many of 
its enslaved African workers came from. 

Albert Woodfox of the Angola 3 endured over 40 
years in solitary confinement there. His comrade, 
Herman Wallace, spent 42 years in the "hole." 
Wallace was released three days before he died of 
liver cancer. 

Prisons are concentration camps for the poor. 
Ruchell Cinque Magee has been imprisoned in 
California for 57 years. That's twice as long as 
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in the Bronx — one of 11 city-owned hospitals — 
had trouble getting ventilators. 

“Safety net” hospitals like Lincoln almost 
exclusively serve the poor and are often under¬ 
staffed. Meanwhile, the five big private hospital 
chains in the Big Apple can afford to spend $150 
million a year in advertising. 

Not only have patients died needlessly because 
of this inequality. So have health care workers. 

Kious Kelly, an assistant nursing manager at 
Manhattan’s Mount Sinai hospital, died of the 
virus on March 24. Workers there had to use gar¬ 
bage bags as personal protective equipment. 

Mount Sinai Health System CEO Dr. Kenneth 
Davis doesn’t wear garbage bags. In 2017 he was 
paid over $12 million. 

Cuba has what we need 

For capitalists, health care is a commodity to be 
sold for a profit, like Twinkies or napalm. No¬ 
where else has medicine become more of a source 
of profit than in the U.S. 

The four biggest U.S. pharmaceutical outfits — 
Pfizer, Merck, Abbott and Eli Lilly — have a total 
stock market value of $700 billion. 

Eli Lilly raked in $8.3 billion in profits last year. 
Its best-selling product is Humalog insulin, a 
life-saving medicine for people with diabetes. 

According to the American Medical Associ¬ 
ation, insulin prices tripled between 2002 and 
2013. 


Some people died because they couldn’t afford 
insulin. Among them was Jeremy Crawford, who 
died in Dallas on Aug. 25,2019. 

Crawford’s death would have been impossible 
in Cuba. So would the death of Deamonte Driver. 

Health care is considered a human right in the 
socialist country of Cuba, not something to make 
money from. Cubans live, on average, 16 years 
longer than they did in 1959, when the Cuban 
Revolution began. 

After the Soviet Union was overthrown in 1991, 
Cuba lost two-thirds of its trade. But not a single 
Cuban hospital or school was closed. 

Hundreds of hospitals have closed in the U.S. 
Some of them have been turned into luxury 
housing, like St. John’s Hospital in Queens, N.Y. 

The Borough of Queens, an epicenter of the 
coronavirus, has only 1.8 hospital beds per thou¬ 
sand people. Cuba has five per thousand. 

Before its revolution, Cuba couldn’t even man¬ 
ufacture an aspirin tablet. Today, Cuban medical 
workers have developed medications like CIMA- 
vax-EGF to combat lung cancer. 

Thousands of Cuban health care workers are 
helping people in other countries. Two thousand 
Cuban doctors and nurses went abroad to fight 
Covid-19. 

Despite a 6o-year-long U.S. economic blockade, 
Cuban workers have dignity. Cuba has what we 
need: socialism and free health care for all. 

Full at tinyurl.com/y3599bay 


‘Socialism & Dignity’ the book is 
coming soon. Read the series online 
at tinyurl.com/socialism-and-dignity 


Nelson Mandela was kept behind bars in apart¬ 
heid South Africa. 

Magee is being held because he joined Jonathan 
Jackson in trying to free Jonathan's brother. Black 
Panther Party Field Marshal George Jackson. 
Jonathan Jackson was killed at the Marin County 
courthouse on Aug. 7,1970, along with William 
Christmas and James McClain. 

This attempted jailbreak was as righteous 
as the attack on Harper's Ferry for which John 
Brown, John Edwin Cook, John Anthony Copeland 
Jr., Edwin Coppock, Shields Green, Albert Hazlett 
and Aaron Dwight Stevens were executed. 

California Gov. Ronald Reagan tried to railroad 
Dr. Angela Davis to the gas chamber for Jonathan 
Jackson's courageous deed, since he was one of 
her bodyguards. 

We need to return Brother Ruchell and all the 
prisoners home to their families. 

Community control now! 

Every real revolution frees prisoners and fires 
the police of the old regime. Karl Marx gave this 
description of the world's first working-class 
government, the 1871 Paris Commune: 

"No more corpses at the morgue, no nocturnal 
burglaries, scarcely any robberies; in fact, for 
the first time since the days [of the revolution] of 
February 1848, the streets of Paris were safe, and 
that without any police of any kind." 

There are calls across the country to defund the 
police. Los Angeles Mayor Eric Garcetti is sug¬ 
gesting a mere $100 million to $150 million cut 
in the city's $1.86 billion police budget. New York 
City’s mayor. Bill de Blasio, is proposing an even 
smaller percentage cut to the $6 billion that its 
police department spends. 

These shell games won't stop killings by police. 
A genuine demand for defunding the police is 
offered by the December 12th Movement in New 
York City. 

D12 member Iman Essiet stated, "It is time to 
redirect the millions of dollars budgeted to the 
police to community-based organizations and 
social agencies which are equipped to address 
issues such as drug abuse, domestic violence, 
children's behavior in schools, mental health, 
homelessness, unemployment and poverty." 

The police have to be disarmed. Their guns, 
clubs, mace, rubber bullets, tear gas and pep¬ 
per spray have to be outlawed. So do their patrol 
wagons in which Freddie Gray was killed via a 
"rough ride" by Baltimore cops. 

Almost none of the police in the socialist Peo¬ 
ple's Republic of China have guns. 

The Black Panther Party raised the demand for 
community control of the police. The National 
Alliance Against Racist and Political Repression 
and its executive director, Frank Edgar Chapman 
Jr., are demanding this today. 

The NAARPR wants an "elected Civilian Police 
Accountability Council that holds police officers 
accountable for crimes such as assault, murder, 
torture and racial profiling." Such a council could 
fire racist, sexist and homophobic cops. 

The struggle for community control is a step¬ 
ping stone to abolishing the police. A movement 
of millions in the streets can stop the killer 
cops, m 



In March, lack of personal protective equipment forced 
nurses at Mount Sinai West Hospital to use trash bags. 
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In response to Trump's army of thugs 

Anti-racist protests expand 



By Scott Scheffer 

Eighty-eight years ago, on July 28, 
1932, the U.S. military attacked Black 
and white military veterans in a Bo¬ 
nus Army demonstration demand¬ 
ing relief from the hunger wrought 
by the Great Depression. The attack 
has parallels to Trump’s use of fed¬ 
eral troops to try to stop the Black 
Lives Matter uprisings of 2020. 

In 1924, World War I veterans were 
given bonus certificates that would 
earn interest and be redeemable in 
1945. But the Great Depression hit in 
1929 and soon the many thousands 
of WWI veterans and their fami¬ 
lies were living in desperate and 
deep poverty. The idea of redeeming 
those bonus certificates early start¬ 
ed to catch on. 

The cauldron where the idea sim¬ 
mered and became a demand and 
then a powerful movement was the 
city of Portland, Ore. Organizing 
meetings in Portland led to a na¬ 
tional movement that demanded the 
early release of the funds. 

In 1932, 43,000 veterans and their 
families from every corner of the 
country converged on Washington, 
D.C. Although the U.S. Army that they 
served in had been segregated. Black 
and white veterans and their fam¬ 
ilies traveled together and then set 
up camps together in and around the 
U.S. capital to demand their money. 

In late June, the police attacked and 


killed two Bonus Marchers. The Bo¬ 
nus Army still stood strong, stuck 
together and returned to the camp 
they had been driven from. Un¬ 
der the command of Gen. Douglas 
MacArthur, who viewed the Black 
and white unity as a communist 
plot, Maj. George Patton (later the 
infamous Gen. Patton) carried out a 
brutal attack with soldiers on horse¬ 
back, using teargas and batons that 
injured 55 veterans and caused the 
death of a young boy. 

The Bonus Marchers had captured 
the imagination of millions who fol¬ 
lowed the progress of the march and 
the camps every day in the news. 
The wide support from the entire 
working class turned to outrage over 
the idea that the military would at¬ 
tack poverty-stricken veterans. To 
the government, the threat of this 


movement hadn’t been about the 
money. It was the fact that Black and 
white veterans and families were or¬ 
ganizing and fighting together. 

Fast forward to today. Desperate to 
defeat the Black Lives Matter move¬ 
ment, the Trump administration has 
assembled and dispatched an army 
of federal agents and private merce¬ 
naries. The use of the federal agents 
as domestic police was regularly used 
in the past to put down strikes — the 
Homestead, Pa., massacre in 1892; the 
Ludlow Massacre in 1914; and so on 
— and against civil rights uprisings 
in the 1960s. Lyndon Johnson de¬ 
ployed U.S. troops in Detroit, Chica¬ 
go and Baltimore. The hiring of paid 
mercenaries employed by companies 
that are descended from Erik Prince’s 
infamous Blackwater “rent-a-thug” 
company to try to break up this his¬ 


toric working-class uprising recalls 
the days of Pinkerton’s mercenaries 
employed for bloody union busting 
starting with the Homestead mas¬ 
sacre. In the face of the militant and 
united movement that has raged for 
more than two months. Trump and 
others in his administration are as 
alarmed as President Herbert Hoover 
was facing the Bonus Army in 1932. 

But Trump’s new army of thugs 
has only added to the anger and 
determination of the anti-racist 
movement. In spite of all of the po¬ 
lice repression, protests have only 
continued and grown. By the week¬ 
end of July 25-26, federal agents had 
been sent to Portland, Ore.; Seattle; 
Chicago; Albuquerque, N.M.; Wash¬ 
ington, D.C.; and Kansas City, Mo. 

Trump further threatened to ex¬ 
tend what amounts to a federal troop 
occupation to Detroit, New York City 
and Philadelphia. But instead of 
melting away, protests immediately 
grew in the cities that were already 
occupied by Trump’s army. Tens of 
thousands gathered at solidarity pro¬ 
tests in Seattle, which became anoth¬ 
er battlefront. Forty-five protesters 
were arrested there. Demonstrations 
also grew in Los Angeles; Austin, 
Texas; Baltimore; Atlanta; New York 
City; Chicago; and other cities. 

All power to the people! Smash 
racism and jail killer cops! Federal 
troops out of our cities! 

Full at tinyurl.com/yxkwk25y 


Donald Trump’s June 1 coup attempt 



By Gary Wilson 

On Monday, June l, Donald Trump 
called Attorney General William Bar r. 
Secretary of Defense Mark Esper and 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Gen. Mark Milley to the White House, 
where he got on the phone with the 
country’s governors and proceed¬ 
ed to demand that they “dominate” 
the streets, saying, “Most of you are 
weak.” He told them that he was put¬ 
ting Gen. Milley in charge. 

The White House announced that 
Trump would give a speech later in 
the day. Although he didn’t mention 
this on the call, there were numerous 
reports that the president intend¬ 
ed to invoke the Insurrection Act of 
1807 — used by President Andrew 
Jackson to deploy federal troops to 
literally massacre a major slave re¬ 
bellion led by Nat Turner in Virgin¬ 
ia’s Southampton County. 

The Insurrection Act gives Trump 
the authority to use the military to 
put down protests. 

The afternoon of June l saw the 
unprecedented sight of Gen. Milley in 
battle fatigues, with Attorney Gener¬ 
al Barr, on the White House grounds 
in advance of Trump’s speech in the 
Rose Garden. They appeared to be re¬ 
viewing the troops which were lined 
up facing the protests in Lafayette 
Park across the street. 

Thousands and thousands 
of heavily armed soldiers 

Suddenly, the whole nation wit¬ 
nessed the aggressive and violent 
action by 5,000 National Guard 
troops and federal agents, decked 


out in full body armor, to move the 
protesters out of the way just be¬ 
fore the president came out to speak 
about dominating the streets, say¬ 
ing, “As we speak, I am dispatching 
thousands and thousands of heavily 
armed soldiers, military personnel 
and law enforcement officers.” 

Shortly after that. Trump led Barr, 
Milley, Secretary of Defense Mark 
Esper and others over to a church 
where he famously held up a Bible. 

A secret federal police force also 
appeared on the streets of Wash¬ 
ington. Heavily armed and dressed 
in full body armor, this force had no 
identifying insignia. The Washing¬ 
ton Post reported that the unidenti¬ 
fied forces were under the command 
of Attorney General Barr. 

The next day, perhaps symboli¬ 
cally, the Lincoln Memorial was oc¬ 
cupied by a full National Guard unit 
dressed for battle. 

The 82nd Airborne, based at Fort 
Bragg, N.C., along with a military 
police unit from Fort Drum, N.Y., was 
headed to Washington. 

What followed over the next 
few days was a counter move. One 
high-ranking retired military offi¬ 
cer after another, led by former De¬ 
fense Secretary James Mattis, said 
they did not support military inter¬ 
vention. Mattis compared Trump’s 
response to Nazi tactics. 

By Thursday, June 4, Milley him¬ 
self apologized for his participation. 

All of the military officers who 
spoke out were careful in what they 
said, making their objections to 
only this specific instance of mili¬ 
tary intervention. 


Dictatorship of capitalism 

Because the state is based on armed 
bodies — the army and police — and 
its auxiliaries, the prisons, courts 
and so on, even the most democratic 
bourgeois government has a hidden 
dictatorship of capitalism. This is not 
necessarily a military dictatorship. 
But military dictatorships are some¬ 
times brought in to rescue a capital¬ 
ist government in crisis, especially 
when there is a popular uprising. 

The U.S. is in the midst of a great 
crisis, an economic and political 
crisis. Unemployment is in the tens 
of millions, at levels not seen since 
the Great Depression of the 1930s. 
Homelessness has reached record 
levels. For those workers who have 
jobs, pay is at record lows, income 
inequality at record highs. 

On top of that came the murder of 
George Floyd by the Minneapolis 
police, the police murder of Breon- 


na Taylor in Louisville, Ky., and the 
lynching of Ahmaud Arbery in Geor¬ 
gia. In response, an uprising for jus¬ 
tice, against police terror, defending 
Black lives and rights has swept the 
country. 

Trump could order U.S. troops to 
occupy U.S. cities to put down the 
uprising. But what he didn’t consider 
was that those troops could say no. 
In fact, most of the soldiers prob¬ 
ably support the uprising. Many of 
the soldiers come from the Black and 
Brown communities that are leading 
the protests. More than 55 percent of 
the whole population of the country 
say that the burning of the Minne¬ 
apolis police station was justified. 

General Mattis made a veiled ref¬ 
erence to the problem of the troops. 
The soldiers, he said, could refuse to 
follow orders if they believed those 
orders were illegal. 

Full at tinyurl.com/trump-coup 
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^State and Revolution’ by V.l. Lenin 

A guide for today’s movement against police terror 


By Sharon Black 

“The State and Revolution” was 
written by V.L Lenin in 1917 during 
the Russian Revolution on “the most 
urgent problem of the day ... the 
problem of explaining to the mass¬ 
es what they will have to do to free 
themselves from capitalist tyranny.” 
Still relevant. 

Lenin describes what Karl Marx 
and Frederick Engels said about the 
bourgeois state during the early pe¬ 
riod of capitalist development in Eu¬ 
rope. The state was literally choking 
society, referring to how large and 
quickly the instruments of repres¬ 
sion and bureaucracy had grown. 

In today’s global capitalist sys¬ 
tem, the capitalist state is even more 
monstrous, with its gargantuan 
growth and its repressive forces. 

No surprise there. 

Today’s “armed bodies” include 
not only police departments in every 
city, county and state, but also Home¬ 
land Security, Border Patrol police. 
Immigration and Customs Enforce¬ 
ment agents, sheriff’s departments, 
the FBI and the National Guard. This 
does not even account for the vast 
prison system, both private and pub¬ 
lic, the juvenile jails, immigration 
detention camps, the vast court sys¬ 
tem that protects and upholds cap¬ 
italist law or all of the imperialist 
apparatus used to control and col¬ 
onize oppressed people around the 
world — some 15 different major spy 
agencies including the CIA and Na¬ 
tional Security Agency to all sorts of 
operatives, both public and private, 
legal and illegal, as well as assorted 
special forces. Plus the Army, Navy, 
Marines, Air Force and the entire 
Pentagon apparatus on more than 
5,000 known military bases and in¬ 
stallations around the world. 

As class antagonisms develop, as 
the divisions in society between ex¬ 
ploiter and exploited, of oppressor to 
oppressed grow larger, so does the 
repressive force of the state grow. 

Class character of the state 

Lenin writes that Marx and En¬ 
gels viewed history and the devel¬ 
opment of the state from the lens of 
material conditions and class strug¬ 
gle. They understood that the state 
is not a divine power that fell from 
heaven (or more aptly hell) but from 
the development of classes and eco¬ 
nomic conditions, that its purpose 
is to maintain, preserve and protect 
whichever class holds power. 

Lenin discussed the historical de¬ 
velopment of the state in a short lec¬ 
ture delivered in July 1919, to students 
at the Sverdlov University, an excellent 
introduction to “The State and Revo¬ 
lution.” You can read a transcript of 
Lenin's lecture on the Marxist Inter¬ 
net Archive. (The State: A Lecture De¬ 
livered at the Sverdlov University, July 
1919 tinyurLcom/y3p4a6xw) 

Today’s class of millionaires and 
billionaires and potentially even 
trillionaires is a tiny group in com¬ 


parison to the vast global working 
class. They could not preside over 
and perpetuate a system of exploita¬ 
tion that has led to extreme levels of 
impoverishment and misery without 
both a complex and sophisticated 
political machine, “a body separate 
and above” on the one hand; and on 
the other hand without the machin¬ 
ery of repression: police, prisons and 
the military. 

Lenin thoroughly debunked the 
myth that the state is an indepen¬ 
dent entity remaining neutral and 
playing the role of reconciling dif¬ 
ferences between classes. 

Take the modern-day US. police 
apparatus: Part of its DNA is histori¬ 
cally rooted in the early slave patrols 
used by the Southern landowners to 
hunt down runaway slaves. While 
policing has deeply expanded and 
evolved, its purpose as an occupying 
army in the most oppressed com¬ 
munities has not changed. 

The Constitution, a document 
that’s revered and worshiped in al¬ 
most every kid’s history book, is 
dripping with blood and hypocri¬ 
sy. While the “founding fathers” 
spoke of “freedom and inalienable 
rights,” they were simultaneously 
butchering Indigenous people and 
stealing their land. The Constitution 
was written by and for wealthy white 
landowners and mercantile capital¬ 
ists and as such did not even pretend 
to be for universal suffrage. It did not 
include Black people, women. Indig¬ 
enous people or anyone who was not 
white and wealthy. 


Back to the present millionaires 
and billionaires: today’s capitalist 
economic crisis, pushed over the cliff 
by the coronavirus pandemic, will 
undoubtedly reveal even more what 
the true predatory role of the capi¬ 
talist state is to millions of workers. 

It won’t be the owners of Bank of 
America who will throw workers and 
their families out of their homes and 
apartments, but rather sheriffs and 
police departments. 

When people are hungry, super¬ 
market CEOs and agribusiness ex¬ 
ecutives won’t stand in front of the 
warehouses storing food — instead 
they will order their capitalist pol¬ 
icy makers to call out the National 
Guard and cops to defend “their pri¬ 
vate property.” 

Study ‘State and Revolution’ 

Most of the accounts of Lenin’s 
personality depict him as a person 
lacking in vanity. So it’s doubtful 
that today he would be on a soapbox 
yelling “I told you so.” Lenin was fer¬ 
vently and single-mindedly commit¬ 
ted to serving the working class and 
oppressed and making revolution. 

It’s more likely that if Lenin were 
alive, he would be at the barricades 
in the George Floyd uprising. On the 
streets in the daytime and at night 
writing on the necessity of finishing 
the revolution for Black liberation, 
connecting the fight to capitalism 
and calling for socialism. 

Lenin might have even been picked 
up and kidnapped by Homeland Se¬ 
curity in some city like Portland or 


Chicago. He was arrested several 
times for his political activity. 

But Lenin isn’t here today, so the 
next best thing we can do is to re¬ 
view, read and study “The State and 
Revolution.” 

If you are new to reading Lenin, 
don’t give up if the style seems old 
fashioned and alien to today’s polit¬ 
ical period. Instead, read to under¬ 
stand the concepts. 

The pamphlet “The State and 
Revolution” is not only a clarion call 
to revolution and the abolishment of 
all the hated repressive apparatus of 
class oppression; it was also Lenin’s 
own meticulous and detailed study 
of Marx and Engel’s writings on the 
state. 

Struggle-La Lucha and the Social¬ 
ist Unity Party invite you to attend 
our classes and study Lenin’s “The 
State and Revolution.” 

We will not only be reviewing how 
Lenin’s theories apply to the current 
struggle against racist police terror 
but also to the capitalist elections. 
Can the police be reformed? What 
is capitalist “democracy” versus 
workers’ democracy? What did Marx 
and Lenin learn from the heroic Par¬ 
is Commune and the communards 
who “stormed the heavens”? 

If you would like to attend, please 
sign up for Struggle-La Lucha and 
SUP updates as we will send out no¬ 
tices and invites through email. Stay 
tuned to our web page. 

Check out our YouTube channel at 
tinyurl.com/SUP-YouTube and see 
our archive of classes. 1 


A lifelong fighter for liberation 


Fidel Agcaoili , chief negotiator of the Peace Panel of 
the National Democratic Front of the Philippines, has 
passed on in Utrecht, the Netherlands. 

In a statement emailed to the media, the NDFP 
announced that he died on July 23 in Utrecht. 

Agcaoili, 75, assumed the chairmanship of the NDFP 
Peace Panel in 2016. 

He was the longest-detained political prisoner 
during the Marcos dictatorship and later served as the 
founding secretary general of SELDA, an organization 
of political detainees. 

Agcaoili also served as secretary general of the Parti- 
do ng Bayan, a national democratic political party that 
fielded candidates to both senatorial and congressio¬ 
nal seats during the administration of then-President 
Corazon Aquino. 

Following is a statement from the Socialist Unity Party: 

The Socialist Unity Party and Struggle for Socialism/ 
La Lucha por el Socialismo send our deepest and 
warmest condolences to the family and friends of Fidel 
Agcaoili and to all his comrades in the National Demo¬ 
cratic Front of the Philippines. We are deeply saddened 
to learn of the untimely passing of a beloved revolu¬ 
tionary hero, a lifelong fighter for liberation who braved 
the single longest political imprisonment under Ferdi¬ 
nand Marcos’s martial law, who founded the organi¬ 
zation SELDA for ex-political detainees, and served as 
Secretary-General of Partido ng Bayan and as Chair of 
the NDFP Negotiating Panel. 



Fidel Agcaoili 


Comrade Fidel embodied all the best values of a great 
revolutionary — selfless, humble, comradely, warm, 
and completely and singularly devoted to the masses. 
He was a true hero who devoted his life to serving the 
people. He is well-remembered in his life’s work: the 
steadfast and enduring revolutionary movement of the 
people of the Philippines. It is an honor to have known 
and worked with him in the international solidarity 
movement. He will live forever in our hearts and in 
the people’s struggle. 

On this sad occasion, the Socialist Unity Party and 
Struggle ★ La Lucha remain steadfast in our revolu¬ 
tionary solidarity with the Communist Party of the 
Philippines, the National Democratic Front, the New 
People’s Army, and the People’s Democratic Revolution. 
Your struggle and victory will be his monument. El 


STRUGGLB ★ La Lucha Donate to help print this paper and keep us in the struggle: 

Join Socialist Unity Party 


Twitter: @StruggleLa Lucha 
Facebook.com/strugglelalucha 


West Coast office: 

5278 W. Pico Blvd., Los Angeles, CA 90019 
Phone: 323.306.6240 


East Coast office: 

2011 N. Charles St., Baltimore, MD 21218 
Phone: 410.218.4835 


tinyurl.com/SLL-donate 

struggle-la-lucha.org 

Email: info(a)struggle-la-lucha.org 
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Mount Rushmore 

Treaty defenders I 
face off against Trump* 



By M. Tiahui 

On July 3, more than a hundred In¬ 
digenous and allied land defenders 
stood for hours and blocked a South 
Dakota highway leading to Mount 
Rushmore in advance of a scheduled 
speech and rally by President Donald 
Trump at the US. national monument 
carved into stolen land. Led large¬ 
ly by Lakota and other Native youth, 
the heroic defenders faced off against 
police in riot gear in front of them. 

The treaty defenders parked white 
vans across the road to ensure the 
road would stay blocked for some 
time even after they were arrest¬ 
ed. They later removed the wheels, 
climbed on top of the vans, and 
shouted, “Land back!” Several were 
arrested. Through it all, they also 
were confronted by rabid Trump 
supporters who were angry that 
they were not able to get through to 
attend the rally. 


Nick Tilson of the NDN Collective 
said the group had “reclaimed the 
road,” which is on stolen treaty land. 
“We don’t need them to give us per¬ 
mission to do this on our land.” 

Krystal Two Bulls said, “We need 
to be bringing out the roots of what 
we’re talking about. This country was 
founded on white supremacy,” in¬ 
cluding the genocide of Native people 
and slave labor of Black people. 

Trump’s rally in the Black Hills 
was a direct attack on Lakota and 
other Indigenous people who hold 
the area sacred and hold clear trea¬ 
ty rights to the area, just as his visit 
to Tulsa, Okla., near the Juneteenth 
holiday was a clear attack on Black 
people. 

Mount Rushmore — known as the 
Six Grandfathers — is part of the sacred 
Black Hills. The US. has refused to 
honor treaties for the area since gold 
was discovered there in 1874 by an 
Army expedition led by Gen. George 


Custer. Uranium was later discovered 
and mined by corporations. 

In the 20th century, the Six 
Grandfathers were defaced when 
the Mount Rushmore monument to 
white supremacy was created by a 
Klu Klux Klan member. Two of the 
presidents carved into the moun¬ 
tain were slave owners (Jefferson 
and Washington), another (Lincoln) 
approved the hanging of 40 Native 
men in the largest mass execution 
in US. history, and the last (Theo¬ 
dore Roosevelt) was an imperialist 
and staunch believer in white racial 
superiority. All four presidents held 
anti-Native and other racist views. 


The treaty defenders demanded 
that Mount Rushmore be removed 
and the Black Hills returned to the 
Lakota. In advance of Trump’s rally, 
Oglala Lakota tribal chair Bear Run¬ 
ner publicly said that the people did 
not give permission for Trump to 
enter into the Black Hills. 

Like many other Native people. 
Bear Runner believes that Mount 
Rushmore needs to come down. “I 
don’t believe it should be blown up, 
because it would cause more dam¬ 
age to the land. But there are other 
methods to take down the monu¬ 
ment that would have less environ¬ 
mental impact.” 


Unemployment crisis: Don’t blame China 


By Gary Wilson 

The New York Times headline de¬ 
clared; “US. unemployment worst 
since the Great Depression.” (New 
YorkTimes, May 9,2020, print edition) 

As many as 40 percent of the 
people laid off will not be getting 
rehired because their employ¬ 
ers — restaurants, theaters, small 
businesses, and big companies like 
Hertz, JCPenney, Frontier Commu¬ 
nications, J. Crew, Lord & Taylor — 
are going bust. 

Before the coronavirus, people re¬ 
ceiving unemployment benefits in 
most states got less than half their 
weekly paycheck. The federal stim¬ 
ulus package — called the CARES Act 
— provided $600 a week. That $600 
weekly check is what you’d earn for 
a 40-hour week if you were get¬ 
ting paid $15 an hour. It’s more than 
double the federal minimum wage 
of $7.25 an hour. The stimulus pay¬ 
ments ended in July. 

The unemployment checks will 
stop because Trump and most cap¬ 
italist economists say that the cur¬ 
rent unemployment crisis is the re¬ 
sult of the deliberate shutting down 
of the economy made necessary by 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

By decree, the country will be re¬ 
opened for business and unemploy¬ 
ment will be over — that is, benefit 
checks to the unemployed will be 
over. In part, it's also a propaganda 
move to say there's no economic cri¬ 
sis of capitalism. 

Covering up capitalist crisis 

The politicians and the capitalist 
economists don't want to acknowl¬ 
edge that there is a cyclical capitalist 
crisis of overproduction, a recession, 
maybe a depression. 

Steep, long-term unemployment 
is what defines a depression. In the 
Great Depression, after employment 
reached its deepest lows in 1933, full 


employment did not return until the 
US. had entered World War II in 1941. 

Today, Trump and many capi¬ 
talist economists say this is only 
COVID-19, there is no underlying 
economic crisis. Therefore, full em¬ 
ployment will return quickly when 
the pandemic is over, maybe in the 
next year or two. 

So it's not a depression, not even a 
recession? 

The world economy was already 
in the beginning stage of a recession 
when the pandemic began. On top of 
the economic crisis came the gov¬ 
ernment-ordered COVID-19 shut¬ 
downs of many businesses and stay- 
at-home orders. Shipping and travel 
declined dramatically, causing the 
demand for oil to plummet. 

However, Trump and the capitalist 
economists are now claiming that 
there was nothing wrong with the 
US. economy before the pandemic 
hit. Instead, they are blaming both 
the pandemic and the economic cri¬ 
sis on China, and even the Chinese 
Communist Party. If it wasn’t for 
China, Trump now claims, every¬ 
thing would be fine. 

It’s not only Trump and the Re¬ 
publicans who are blaming China. 
Joseph Biden’s Democratic presi¬ 
dential campaign blames the eco¬ 
nomic crisis on COVID-19. Biden 
holds that while Trump’s reaction to 
the pandemic was incompetent, the 
real villain is China. To have anyone 
believe this. Trump and Biden rely 
on a combination of anti-Chinese 
racism and old-fashioned anti¬ 
communism. 

China saved lives 

For example, there is the claim 
that the Chinese government badly 
botched its response to COVID-19. 
In reality, the Chinese government’s 
response to the pandemic has been 
far superior to the response of fed¬ 
eral, state and local governments of 


the US., a fact that the anti-China 
propaganda attempts to obscure. 

China’s rapid response held back 
the virus and saved lives. 

When a new disease suddenly ap¬ 
pears, identifying and containing it 
is not a simple task, and there are al¬ 
ways mistakes. Once it was clear how 
serious the crisis was, China acted 
immediately. 

With full transparency, China 
notified the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion (WHO) on Dec. 31 that there 
were 27 cases of a mysterious 
pneumonia-like illness in Wuhan. 
On Jan. 12, Chinese scientists shared 
the virus’s genome via the internet. 
It was the fastest this has ever been 
accomplished. According to a recent 
timeline published by China to refute 
the slanders being spread by the US., 
China briefed the US. on coronavirus 
epidemic prevention on Feb. 3 for the 
30th time. 

The WHO, and other public health 
agencies and experts, describe Chi¬ 
na’s response as setting new, ground¬ 
breaking standards and practices 
in outbreak detection and response. 
WHO officials said China’s quick re¬ 
sponse helped contain the spread and 
saved lives around the world. 

The ruling class and its paid pol¬ 
iticians, Democrats and Republicans 
alike, are increasingly united on 
making China the scapegoat. 

US. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo has been unleashed as the 
US. attack dog on China, reports The 
Hill. The measures being threatened 
against China can only aggravate 
the economic crisis, but may serve 
to rally support for the president in a 
war-like situation. 

A built-in crisis 

The media have completely hidden 
the boom-and-bust industrial cycle 
of capitalism. 

Capitalism is doomed to period¬ 
ic crises of overproduction. A cri¬ 


sis of overproduction comes about 
because of the anarchy of capitalist 
production. Capitalist crises are a 
collision between two forces — pro¬ 
duction and the markets. Capital¬ 
ists expand production seemingly 
without limit and are in competition 
among themselves to do that, but 
the markets expand only slowly if at 
all. Production exceeds what can be 
sold for a profit. 

Record levels of debt 

US. capitalism was in a crisis of 
overproduction in 2019 and in the 
beginning of 2020. This could be 
seen in the record level of consumer 
debt. On Feb. 11, the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York said consumer 
borrowing in the US. rose to a new 
record level at $14.15 trillion. That's 
mortgages, student loans, auto loans 
and credit card debt. 

Also rising, according to the Fed’s 
report, were credit card delinquen¬ 
cies, that is, nonpayment of credit 
card debt. That's because, in part, 
wages for most workers are lower, in 
real terms, than they were 40 years 
ago. 

At the same time, business sector 
debt was historically high, the Fed 
also reported, higher and more un¬ 
stable than consumer debt. The Fed's 
response, in fact, was to print more 
money to bail out Wall Street and the 
unstable businesses. 

The “Great Repression,” as they 
call the COVID-19 economic shut¬ 
down, has a very real impact, but it 
is layered on top of a recession that 
would have meant mass job loss, 
either later this year or in 2021, 
whether or not the pandemic had 
occurred. This is not to deny that the 
pandemic will profoundly shape the 
new recession. The current econom¬ 
ic situation is being shaped by the 
interaction between the “Great Re¬ 
pression” and an underlying cyclical 
crisis of overproduction. 
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#ConcertforCuba heard around the world 


By Cheryl LaBash 

#ConcertforCuba, two weekends 
of international musical perfor¬ 
mances, explored new potentials for 
international cultural and political 
collaboration. No live music in your 
town? Enjoy music from the world 
with a global audience dancing to 
the same beats. 

On July i8 and 19, Chicago-based 
HotHouse, led by Marguerite Horberg, 
the Institute Cubano de la Musica, 
Raul Cruz and attorney Bill Martinez 
provided the core to unite 80 seg¬ 
ments of music, solidarity messages, 
and poems with more than 300 vol¬ 
unteers making it all come together. 

Get Out of Cuba’s Way came back 
the next weekend, July 25 and 26, 
with African music, dancing and 
voices coinciding with internation¬ 
al celebrations of the 1953 attack on 
the Moncada Barracks in Santiago 
de Cuba, which launched the end of 
U.S.-backed dictatorships in Cuba. 

The HotHouse “thank you” email 
reported 200,000 online viewers 
with millions more in Cuba’s live 
broadcast on Canal Clave. Media 
sponsor Pacifica Foundation, with 
a network of listener-sponsored 
radio stations, simulcast in Wash¬ 
ington, D.C.; New York City; Atlanta; 
and other cities, sending the united 
salute to Cuban doctors, amplifying 
a chorus to #unblockCuba. 

The July 18 and 19 lineup included 
Orbert Davis’ Chicago Jazz Philhar¬ 
monic, Osain Del Monte, Ozomatli, 
Grupo Moncada, the fabulous Omara 
Portuondo y La Orquesta Failde and 

KiMEVAAV Nation 

Border wall 

Continued from page 1 

“Our ancestors fought for us and 
died for us,” Parada said. “It’s time 
for us to start saving that history and 
passing it on to our children, instead 
of just watching it get desecrated.” 

Border Patrol officials said they are 
working to reschedule the blasting. 

The actions are continuing. An¬ 
other protest was held at the blasting 
site on July 3, and a march was held in 
downtown San Diego on July 5. 

This reporter has seen construction 
trucks still going up the road to the 
wall. The colonizers want their mon¬ 
ument to racism, even if it means des¬ 
ecrating an ancient people’s culture. 

Trump’s wall is a monument to 
white supremacy. It’s a monument 
to himself. Walls are about racism 
and xenophobia. The border wall is 
to remind Latinx people they are not 
welcomed in the U.S. 

For Native Americans, the U.S./ 
Mexico border is an imaginary line. 
The traditional homelands of 36 fed¬ 
erally recognized tribes, including the 
Kumeyaay, Pai, Cocopah, O’odham, 
Yaqui, Apache and Kickapoo peoples, 
were split in two by the 1848 treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo and the 1853 Gads¬ 
den Purchase, which carved modern 
day California, Arizona, New Mexico 
and Texas out of northern Mexico. 

Colonial powers claim Indigenous 
lands as their own. It takes a lot of 
arrogance for the colonizers to stand 
on stolen land and complain about 
immigration. This is Indigenous 
land and it’s time to take it back. 

Zola Fish is a member 
of the Choctaw Nation. 



Los Van Van. Music with a message 
uplifting praise for Cuban medical 
workers and calling for the end of 
the U.S. strangulation blockade was 
expressed by more than 100 individ¬ 
uals. Nancy Morejon read her poem 
for George Floyd, murdered by the 
Minneapolis police on May 25. 

Elected officials and noted film 
makers Danny Glover, Michael Moore 
and Ed Asner added their voices to 
activist leaders. Alicia Jrapko of the 
International Committee for Peace, 
Justice and Dignity, and Medea 
Benjamin, co-founder of Code Pink, 
promoted the nomination of Cuba’s 
Henry Reeve International Medical 
Brigade for the 2021 Nobel Prize. 

While the global pandemic forced 
us to stay apart for our health and 
the health of our communities, it 
has unleashed creative new ways of 
uniting on a level and with a breadth 


previously unknown and unavail¬ 
able to our movements. Although 
the U.S. blockade prevents Cuba 
from using Zoom and WebEx, we 
have found other tools for Cuba to 
speak for herself. Cuba’s message of 


solidarity, unity and putting human 
security, needs and development 
first, is being heard throughout a 
world looking for answers to an un¬ 
precedented health and capitalist 
economic collapse. 


U.S. threatens ‘piracy while Iran 
and Venezuela continue trade 


By Cheryl LaBash 

The U.S. has not backed off at¬ 
tempts to block Iran-Venezuela trade. 
The new attacks are asset forfeiture 
through U.S. courts targeting “ship¬ 
ping companies, insurers, certifiers 
and flag states that register vessels,” 
according to a July 13 Reuters report. 

In May, five tankers from Iran 
successfully delivered gasoline and 
other supplies to Venezuela, break¬ 
ing the U.S. starvation blockade that 
is damaging human lives in both 
countries. Although threatening the 
Iranian tankers with U.S. Navy war¬ 
ships, surveillance aircraft and spe¬ 
cial forces teams lurking off the coast 
of Venezuela, Washington backed off 
from direct military intervention. 

At that time, Iran justifiably re¬ 
minded the imperial U.S. that it can 
control access to the Straits of Hor¬ 
muz, described as “the world's most 
important oil transit chokepoint” by 
the U.S. Energy Information Admin¬ 
istration. In 2018, some 21 percent of 
global petroleum liquid shipments 

U.S.-lsrael 

By Scott Scheffer 

On July 2, a huge explosion did 
extensive damage to Iran’s most 
important nuclear fuel enrichment 
facility at Natanz. The investigation 
by Iranian officials is ongoing, but 
there is little doubt that this was the 
latest attack on Iran by the United 
States and Israel. Investigators be¬ 
lieve a bomb was brought directly 
into the building. 

The U.S.-backed Israeli regime re¬ 
sponded to questions from the press 
with very thinly veiled comments 
that all but took responsibility for 
the deadly sabotage. In 2010, the U.S. 
and Israel carried out a cyberattack 
against the same facility using the 
Stuxnet virus. Initially, it was thought 
to have set back Iran’s centrifuge 
program for years, but the damage 
then turned out to be minimal. 

The July 10 issue of the New York 



Workers celebrate the arrival of Iranian 
oil tanker Fortune in Puerto Cabello, 
Venezuela, on May 25. 


passed through these narrow ship¬ 
ping lanes. 

On July 1, U.S. federal prosecutors 
filed a civil-forfeiture complaint to 
seize the gasoline cargo in four more 
tankers heading from Iran to Vene¬ 
zuela. It is unlikely that a civil forfei¬ 
ture court order could seize or auc¬ 
tion the cargo unless the tanker was 
in U.S. waters. But the threat of U.S. 
military action looms, using an as¬ 
set forfeiture order from a U.S. court 
as a pretext. 

In civil forfeiture, government 
agents seize assets — cars or cash, 
for example — from people suspect- 


wage war 

Times quoted anonymous U.S. of¬ 
ficials who described U.S.-Israeli 
strategy as “a series of short-of-war 
clandestine strikes.” 

On July 23, three weeks after the 
Natanz explosion, two U.S. F-15 
fighter jets flew toward an Iranian 
passenger plane headed to Beirut. 
While flying over Syria, the pilot was 
forced to take such sudden evasive 
maneuvers that some passengers 
flew from their seats and hit the 
ceiling of the aircraft from the sud¬ 
den drop in altitude. 

The attack on Natanz comes just 
six months after the Jan. 3 U.S. as¬ 
sassination of Iranian Gen. Qassem 
Soleimani, Mahdi al-Muhandis, 
deputy commander of Iraq’s Pop¬ 
ular Mobilization Forces, and eight 
others. Soleimani was Iran’s most 
important military figure and was 
widely admired in Iran. 

Soleimani was in Baghdad, accord¬ 


ed of criminal or illegal activity, of¬ 
ten without bothering to charge the 
owners with any crimes. Poor people 
without bank accounts, who must 
rely on cash transactions, are fre¬ 
quently victimized by police in this 
way. In many U.S. states. Black and 
Brown drivers are targets for this le¬ 
galized theft. 

Even the U.S. Justice Department 
called attempting to use asset for¬ 
feiture internationally, where sover¬ 
eign countries do not recognize U.S. 
authority, “a waste of U.S. prosecu¬ 
torial and judicial resources.” 

“Alireza Miryousefi, a spokesper¬ 
son for the Iranian Mission to the 
United Nations, said any attempt 
by the U.S. to prevent Iran’s law¬ 
ful trading with any country of its 
choosing would be an act of ‘piracy, 
pure and simple,”’ the Associated 
Press reported July 2. 

“‘This is a direct threat to inter¬ 
national peace and security and in 
contravention of international law 
including the U.N. Charter,’ he said 
in a statement.” 

on Iran 

ing to Iraq’s Prime Minister Adil Ab- 
dul-Mahdi, to discuss a message from 
Saudi Arabia intended to ease the on¬ 
going confrontation with Iran. Saudi 
Arabia has been waging war against 
Yemen, where Houthi forces drove the 
pro-U.S. government out of the capi¬ 
tal in 2014 and have held most of the 
country since. The Houthis receive aid 
from and are in an anti-imperialist 
alliance with Iran. 

The uranium enriched at Na¬ 
tanz only reaches the 4.5 percent 
purity level for electrification. The 
advanced centrifuges that Irani¬ 
an engineers are working on are 
to help make their outdated power 
grid more efficient, and free up gas 
and oil for export. Uranium needs to 
be enriched to 90 percent or higher 
purity to make a nuclear bomb. Iran 
doesn’t possess or want the technol¬ 
ogy to accomplish that. 

Full at tinyurl.com/y43qbp74 







Se lanza en EEUU campaha para nominar a 
medicos cubanos al Premio Nobel de la Paz 

By Alicia Jrapko and Medea Benjamin _ _ 
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Washington DC, EE.UU.- La cam- 
pana estadounidense para nominar 
a la Brigada Medica Internacional 
Henry Reeve para el Premio Nobel 
de la Paz 2021 se anunciara el mar- 
tes 16 de junio de 2020. Esta campana 
ha sido respaldada por prominentes 
intelectuales, artistas, politicos y ci- 
udadanos comunes de todo el mundo 
que reconocen la destacada contri- 
bucion de la Brigada Internacional 
a la salud y la vida de todos los seres 
humanos. 

Entre las adhesiones iniciales se 
encuentran el Premio Nobel de la Paz 
Adolfo Perez Esquivel; el ex Presi- 
dente de Ecuador, Rafael Correa; los 
actores Danny Glover y Mark Ruffa- 
lo; los escritores Alice Walker, Noam 
Chomsky y Nancy Morejon; los cin- 
eastas Oliver Stone y Petra Costa; el 
miisico Tom Morello y el cantante y 
compositor Silvio Rodriguez, entre 
muchos otros. A ellos se unen mas de 
10.000 personas que hasta ahora ban 
firmado la peticion en todo el mundo, 
y numerosas organizaciones, entre 
ellas La Via Campesina (Movimiento 
Internacional Campesino), que rep- 
resenta a 182 grupos en 81 paises. 

En una notable muestra de coop- 
eracion internacional, mas de 2.000 
medicos, enfermeras y profesionales 
de la medicina de Cuba han colab- 
orado en 27 paises afectados por 
el COVID-19, salvando miles de vi- 
das y poniendo en peligro su propio 
bienestar. 

Los profesionales cubanos de la 
salud prestan actualmente la asis- 
tencia que se necesita con urgencia 
en Andorra, Angola, Antigua y Bar¬ 
buda, Barbados, Belice, Cabo Verde, 


Dominica, Granada, Guinea, Haiti, 
Honduras, Italia, Jamaica, Kuwait, 
Mexico, Mozambique, Nicaragua, 
Peru, Qatar, Santa Lucia, San Cris¬ 
tobal y Nieves, San Vicente y las Gra- 
nadinas, Sudafrica, Surinam, Togo, 
Trinidad y Tobago y Venezuela. 

La Brigada Medica Internacional 
Henry Reeve lleva el nombre de un 
soldado estadounidense que lucho 
por Cuba durante su Primera Guer¬ 
ra de Independencia (1868-1878). La 
Brigada se formo en 2005 cuando 
un gran grupo de profesionales de 
la salud se prepare para ir a Luisi- 
ana despues del devastador huracan 
Katrina; sin embargo, el gobierno de 
los Estados Unidos ignoro la oferta y 
varies dias despues esa Brigada fue 
enviada a Guatemala y Pakistan para 
ayudar despues de fuertes desastres 
naturales. En 2005 el primer grupo 
de profesionales consistio en 1.500 
doctores y personal medico. 

En sus casi 15 anos de historia, mas 
de 7.000 profesionales de la salud 
han formado parte de la misma. 


La Brigada Henry Reeve ha re- 
cibido numerosos premios inter- 
nacionales, incluido el prestigioso 
"Premio Conmemorativo del Dr. Lee 
Jong-wook para la Salud Publica" de 
la Organizacion Mundial de la Salud 
(QMS) en el ano 2017. 

Propuesta primero por grupos 
europeos, la campana por el Premio 
Nobel de la Paz se ha extendido a niv- 
el mundial. El renombrado escritor 
y lingiiista Noam Chomsky dijo que 
"Cuba es el unico pais que ha mostra- 
do un genuine internacionalismo du¬ 
rante esta crisis del coronavirus". 

"Me conmovio hasta las lagrimas 
ver a los cubanos, en el punto algi- 
do de la pandemia, dirigiendose a la 
parte mas infectada de Italia para 
ayudar a salvar vidas", dijo Medea 
Benjamin, co-directora del grupo 
pacifista CODEPINK, que co-pre- 
side el Comite estadounidense que 
apoya la campana, junto con Alicia 
Jrapko del Comite Internacional Paz, 
Justicia y Dignidad a los Pueblos. 
"El esfuerzo heroico de los docto¬ 


res cubanos en esta pandemia no es 
solo la contribucion medica que es- 
tan aportando en muchas partes del 
mundo, sino tambien su gran espiri- 
tu solidario y amor a la humanidad", 
senalo Jrapko. 

La Campana propiciara un apoyo 
amplio y diverso en todos los secto- 
res de la sociedad, estimulando una 
mayor atencion por parte de los me- 
dios de comunicacion al programa 
medico cubano; paralelamente los 
organizadores de la misma destacan 
la importancia de que se conozcan 
las voces de los medicos que se ofre- 
cen como voluntaries para estas mi- 
siones, como asi tambien las de los 
pacientes que tratan. 

La declaracion oficial de la Cam¬ 
pana resume el espiritu de este es¬ 
fuerzo mundial; “Esperamos que 
el ejemplo de Cuba inspire a los que 
estamos en otros paises a promover 
politicas y acciones mas compasi- 
vas y generosas no solo para com- 
batir las pandemias sino tambien 
para construir un mundo mas justo 
ypacifico". 

Las co-presidentas de la campana 
estadounidense para nominar a la 
Brigada Medica Internacional Henry 
Reeve para el Premio Nobel de la Paz 
2021 y otros patrocinadores estan 
disponibles para entrevistas. 

Fotos y videos de los medicos 
tambien estan disponibles. 

Para mas informacion ir a; 
https://www.cubanobel.org/ 

Para adherir a la peticion ir a: 
https://www.cubanobel.org/firma_ 
la peticion 

Fotografias de libre uso para 
medios de comunicacion aqui: 

www.cubanobel.org/gallery 


Nobel Peace Prize for Cuban doctors 



To the Nobel Peace Prize Committee; 

In the midst of this global pan¬ 
demic unprecedented in modern 
history, there is one group from 
a small country that has provid¬ 
ed hope and inspiration to people 
around the world; the Cuban doctors 
and nurses who are part of the Henry 
Reeve International Medical Brigade 
now working in 22 countries to fight 
COVID-19. In recognition of their 
magnificent solidarity and selfless¬ 
ness, saving thousands of lives by 
putting their own lives at risk, we 
urge you to award them this year’s 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

Henry Reeve was a 19-year-old 
American who left his home in 
Brooklyn, N.Y. to join the Cuban 
struggle for liberation against the 
Spanish in the late 1800s. The Bri¬ 
gade named after him was formed 
by the late Cuban leader Fidel Cas¬ 
tro in 2005 after the US. rejected an 
offer to send 1,500 Cuban doctors to 
provide assistance in the wake of 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Since its formation, the medical 
personnel of the Brigade, now com¬ 
posed of 7,400 voluntary health¬ 
care workers, have been on the front 
lines providing disaster relief. Before 
COVID-19, it had treated more than 


3.5 million people in 21 countries 
ravaged by the world's worst natural 
disasters and epidemics. An estimat¬ 
ed 80,000 lives have been saved as a 
direct result of the Brigade's front¬ 
line emergency medical treatments. 

One of their most heroic acts was 
in 2014-2015, when the Brigade sent 
over 400 doctors, nurses and other 
health workers to West Africa to con¬ 
front the dangerous Ebola pandemic, 
working in regions where healthcare 
facilities and even basic infrastruc¬ 
ture such as roads and communica¬ 
tions systems were minimal. This 
team constituted the single largest 


medical operation on the ground in 
Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia. In 
recognition of the work of these spe¬ 
cialists, the World Health Organiza¬ 
tion (WHO) awarded them the pres¬ 
tigious Dr. Lee Jong-Wook Memorial 
Prize for Public Health in 2017. 

The Henry Reeve Brigade is only 


one part of the Cuban medical sys¬ 
tem, coordinated by the Cuban Min¬ 
istry of Public Health, which has sent 
more healthcare workers overseas 
than the entire World Health Orga¬ 
nization. 

Now that the world is suffering a 
devastating pandemic, the Brigade 
is working globally to try to stop 
the spread and care for those who 
are sick. The world was so moved to 
see the Cubans going off to the most 
infected part of Italy, Lombardy, 
to help save lives. As of May 1, over 
1,450 Cuban medical personnel were 
fighting COVID-19 in 22 countries; 
Andorra, Angola, Antigua and Bar¬ 
buda, Barbados, Belize, Cape Verde, 
Dominica, Grenada, Haiti, Hondu¬ 
ras, Italy, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicara¬ 
gua, Qatar, Saint Lucia, Saint Kitts 
and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the 
Grenadines, South Africa, Suriname, 
Togo and Venezuela. 

To endorse the campaign go to 
www.cubanobel.org/nobelcuba 
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